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Job-loss 
warning 
to city’s 
CAB staff 

A BRANCH of the Citizens Advice 
Bureau in the Black Country has 
issued risk of redundancy notices to 
two thirds of staff following a year 
that saw record numbers asking for 
help. 

A 30-day consultation scheme on pos¬ 
sible job losses in Wolverhampton has 
been launched as the service prepares 
for a 35 per cent cut in government- 
funded projects from April. 

Trustees have issued warnings to 38 of 
the CAB’s 57 employees in the city, but at 
this stage a maximum of 19 full-time jobs 
are said to be at risk. 

Chief operating officer Jeremy Vanes 
warned that the bureau is facing “big 
and regrettable changes”. 

He said: “As we stand today all CAB 
services remain open and running nor¬ 
mally and will do so into February. None 
of our existing clients need worry about 
services being stopped and we will con¬ 
tinue receiving new clients after Christ¬ 
mas until we are certain that the 
predicted funding reductions are 
unavoidable. 

Remedies 

“The CAB trustees have, throughout 
2010, made it clear that the funding 
picture for 2011 looked challenging on a 
scale never seen before. Several major 
government schemes that have greatly 
benefited the city since 2008 were 
always time-limited. 

“There are likely to be fewer opportu¬ 
nities for CAB to run debt cases for 
clients in future and the CAB will proba¬ 
bly have to concentrate more on assess¬ 
ing the advice needs of clients and 
encouraging them to pursue their own 
remedies with our guidance rather than 
us completely handling their case. 

“It seems almost unreal that at a peak 
of demand for our services, we are 
obliged to prepare for a drastic cut in 
capacity but the CAB will do its very 
best”. 

A debt assessment service and a debt 
counselling service that has been 
running for five years are also at risk. 

In 2009/10 the Wolverhampton CAB’s 
workload increased by 57 per cent on the 
previous year as 25,900 inquiries were 
dealt with, up from 16,500. 

Tarmac blow 

TARMAC, the Black Country-based 
building products giant, is to axe 550 
jobs, only two from its HQ in Etting- 
shall, Wolverhampton. 

The firm plans to close its Precast 
Solutions and Flooring arm, with the 
loss of 217 jobs in Lincolnshire, 106 in 
Somerset and the rest in Derby, Notting¬ 
hamshire and Dolyhir in Powys. The 
company blames continuing uncer¬ 
tainty of demand. 
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TOM»THIS ... Empty shops in Cleveland Street and Worcester Street TO THIS ... An artist’s impression of the Summer Row plan for Wolverhampton 

DECISION IS«DUE 
ON SUMMER*ROW 


Cheeky Monkey 
pays the price of 
new drink laws 

NIGHTCLUB promoters in Wolverhampton have blamed the 
smoking ban and changes to licensing laws for turning popular 
weekly disco Cheeky Monkey into a monthly event. 

Apart from New Year’s Eve, when Cheeky Monkey was due to be 
paired with its Saturday sister night Blast Off, the final weekly 
event was before Christmas. 

Cheeky Monkey will now be held on the Friday closest to most 
people’s payday at Wolverhampton’s Civic Hall. The first Payday 
Cheeky Monkey is on February 4. Attendance fell from a peak of 
3,000 in 2004 to an average 600. 

Replace 

The Civic Hall can make three times as much money by hosting a 
concert. Plans are under way to replace the nights that Cheeky 
Monkey is not on with nights themed around new age music and 
retro indie rock. 

The indie night Blast Off will not be affected, and promoter Dave 
Travis said it was still going strong with an average of 1,200 a time. 

Mark Blackstock, general manager of the Civic Halls, said: 
“Things started to change when the licensing laws allowed pubs to 
open later. A lot of people stopped coming into town after being in the 
pub. When the smoking ban came in, we also lost a lot of people. 
We’ve come to the view that we have to change.” 

Two years ago, Cheeky Monkey was moved into the smaller 
Wulfrun Hall but was returned to the Civic after bosses invested in 
new disco lights. 


by Tim Spiers 


wolchron@expresssandstar.co.uk 

THE FATE of Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Summer Row 
shopping complex could be 
decided once and for all 
next week. 

Wolverhampton City Council 
is due to hold a cabinet meeting 
on Wednesday (Jan 5) where a 
decision will be made on 
whether to press ahead with 
Compulsory Purchase Orders 
(CPOs) on 200 businesses. 

The incoming Labour administra¬ 
tion has made it clear they intend to 
press ahead with forging a deal with 
current developers of the project, 
Multi, if funding can be secured. 

On the council’s website Steve 
Boyes, director for regeneration and 
environment, sets out the local 
authority’s present position. 

He said: “A further report will be 
submitted to Cabinet on 5 January 
2011 when a final decision on whether 
to implement the Compulsory Pur¬ 
chase Order will be made. 

“Clearly the council has a number of 
major issues it must consider before a 
decision is taken. 


Vital that a deal is 
secured - councillor 


“Although it would be the intention 
to serve notices before the end of 
January 2011, if the Council agrees to 
the Compulsory Purchase Order at its 
meeting on 5 January 2011, there 
would be no acquisition of property or 
requirement to vacate to premises for 
18 months at the earliest once a final 
decision has been reached. 

Options 

One cabinet member, Councillor 
John Rowley said it was vital that a 
deal was secured. 

“Wolverhampton has been flagging 
behind its competitors of late and we 
could badly do with a boost. The reces¬ 
sion isn’t going to last forever and I 
think it’s important that we can sort 
out a deal. 

“We have three options; we could 
forget the whole thing, work with 
Multi on the project or work with a 
new developer. 

“I think Multi are committed and we 


all need to stay that way. 

“Wolverhampton hasn’t been suc¬ 
cessful in developing secondary spe¬ 
cialist shops in the city and I think 
there’s a lot of scope for that; we have 
some but we need to offer more 
choice.” 

Tim Clark, spokesperson for 
Wolverhampton Council, said the 
council could borrow money to help 
fund the scheme. 

“A decision will be taken as to 
whether the council will go ahead with 
Compulsory Purchase Orders at a 
cabinet meeting on January 5,” he 
said. 

“An agreement has been made in 
principle where the council could pos¬ 
sibly buy into the scheme. 

“They’re looking to use prudential 
borrowing where the council would 
borrow money and use that to invest it 
in buying up the area covered by 
CPOs.” 
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MEETYOUR 

REPORTERS 



Review planned on 


CONTROVERSIAL day centre 
charges and hikes in the price of 
meals on wheels are to be 
reviewed, Wolverhampton’s new 
social services chief has 
revealed. 

The closure of the city’s two tips 
twice a week, which was done to save 
£100,000, is also under scrutiny by 
the new Labour cabinet. 

The cabinet is looking to undo 


changes made by the former Conser¬ 
vative administration. 

Councillor Steve Evans, the new 
adult services boss, and environment 
chief Councillor John Reynolds, both 
confirmed they had asked bosses for 
a review. But they have said they 
cannot promise changes because the 
council would have to find at least 
£370,000 over the next 18 months if 
they went ahead. 

Wolverhampton City Council is 


day centre charges 


currently trying to find £70m of 
savings by 2015. 

Labour recently seized control 
from the Tory-Lib Dem coalition in 
an historic motion of no confidence 
following two by-elections which 
gave the party one more seat than 
the controlling group. 

During the coalition’s time in 
power meals on wheels prices soared 
from £2.40 to £4.40 while day centre 
charges of up to £16-a-day were 


introduced as they tried to make 
savings. 

The two tips at Shaw Road in 
Bushbury and Anchor Lane in 
Coseley were also shut twice a week. 

Councillor Evans said: “Before we 
regained control I had gathered a 
petition of 1,600 names calling for a 
review of the charges. I no longer 
need to submit that because I am in 
a position to request that review 
from from the officers.” 
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Grit running out as 
councils fight freeze 


wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 


MORE than half of the winter 
grit supplies in the Black 
Country, Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire have already 
been used as councils battle to 
keep roads open. 

Several authorities have been 
forced to place emergency top-up 
orders after Artie conditions left 
roads in chaos. 

Wolverhampton City Council has 
just 1,600 tons of grit left of a 3,400- 
ton stock in October. 

Spokesman Tim Clark said: “We 
have had a prolonged period of 
freezing weather early in the season 
which has meant the gritters have 
been out a lot. 

“We are in contact with salt sup¬ 
pliers as well as other councils and 
central government to secure deliv¬ 
eries to replenish stocks when it 
becomes necessary.” 

Dudley Council had ordered 6,500 
tons but, following weeks of sub¬ 
zero tern- peratures, has just 3,200 
left. 

Spokeswoman Katherine Finney 
said the council would be “continu¬ 


ously monitoring” the situation to 
see whether further orders were 
needed. 

In Staffordshire, almost two- 
thirds of its 30,000 tons has been 
used but extra supplies are due to be 
delivered over Christmas. 

Walsall Council has used around 
half of its 4,000-ton stock. Cabinet 
member for transport Councillor 
Tom Ansell said: “We have no plans 
to bring in any more just yet but are 
continuing to monitor the situa¬ 
tion.” 

Sandwell Council is best off, 
having used just over 2,800 tons of 
its initial supply of 6,300 tons. It 
also has an order in for a further 
3,000 to be delivered over the 
coming weeks. 

Worcestershire County Council 
had stockpiled 13,000 tons - its 
biggest ever order - but over the 
past six weeks has already used 
7,500 tons. 

Council spokeswoman Roslyn 
Golds said: “Orders have been 
placed to increase these stock levels 
over the coming weeks.” 


Help plea on revellers 

VOLUNTEERS are being sought to go onto the streets of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton to talk to revellers and clear bottles. 

Wolverhampton Street Pastors are seeking new people to spare a few 
hours on Friday and Saturday nights throughout the year. 

The group joins police and medics outside the bars and clubs. Church 
members patrol from around 10pm until the early hours. A 12-week train¬ 
ing course begins on January 12. For details call 0845 203 4510 or email 
wolverhampton@streetpas tors.org.uk 


Nearly 800 families opt out 
of the slop bucket scheme 


NEARLY 800 people bom¬ 
barded Wolverhampton City 
Council in just a few hours to 
insist they do not want slop 
buckets delivered to their homes. 

Council bosses have agreed 
that they will not send out the two 
controversial new bins to any 
home if residents are adamant 
they do not want to recycle their 
food scraps. Council spokesman 
Tim Clark said that the authority 
received 775 calls from residents 
in just one day after the 
announcement was made last 


Wednesday. From January fami¬ 
lies in Wolverhampton will be the 
first in the Black Country to be 
asked to recycle their kitchen 
scraps, which account for up to 25 
per cent of domestic waste. 

Promote 

The waste will be recycled to 
provide electricity and fertilisers 
for local farms. 

Large slop buckets will be 
rolled out to 98,000 homes to be 
kept outside for the binmen, while 
smaller ones will be sent out to be 


kept in the kitchen. Residents will 
also be given two rolls of 
biodegradable bin liners. 

A£100,000 leafleting campaign 
has been launched to promote the 
scheme. 

But the move has been met by 
resistance from many residents 
who object to having to sort their 
rubbish five ways. 

To opt out of taking part in the 
new scheme and to not receive 
any of the new bins people should 
call Wolverhampton Council on 
01902 551155. 


Central Youth Theatre members Malachi Campbell, Hanief Dixon, both 11, 
and Jacob Cohli, nine, celebrate the group being awarded almost £100,000 

PROFESSIONAL playwrights have ment to fund arts projects inspired by 
been commissioned to bring Wolver- the 2012 Olympics, 
hampton’s dancing history back to life The group has commissioned three 
in a series of pioneering productions professional playwrights to create 
after a city group was handed almost scr ip ts ready for rehearsals to start 
£100,000. next month 

Central Youth Theatre which is Th wiU take to the stage at a festi . 

b m aS S e r e N SanTSb“S val from July 99 to August 6 next yea. 


£99,688 to stage four plays sit in „ Six European youth theatres will 
dancehalls through the decades from travel t0 _ Wolverhampton from 
the 1930s to the 1970s. 


They will be based on the memories 
of 110 people who have been inter¬ 
viewed for the project, 


Austria, the Czech Republic, Germany 
Hungary, Ireland, Lithuania and 
Poland to perform their own plays 
built around the dances their commu- 


The money has come from the nities brought when emigrating to the 
Legacy Trust, set up by the Govern- city. 



Joe Conti hosted stars like Bob Monkhouse 


Former boss 
of Pepito’s 
and Spinney 
dies aged 87 


A FORMER restau¬ 
rant boss who hosted 
comic giants Bob 
Monkhouse and Ken 
Dodd at his legendary 
Wolverhampton club 
has died at the age of 
87. 

Joe Conti ran The 
Spinney Club, Finch- 
field, and was known 
around the West Mid¬ 
lands as a gourmet chef. 

Mr Conti, who was 
originally from Italy, 
moved to London, where 
he worked at the Savoy, 
and then came to Wolver¬ 
hampton in the early 
1960s. 

He was head waiter at 
the Victoria Hotel, which 
is now the Britannia 
Hotel on Lichfield Street. 

From there he 
launched his own restau¬ 
rant, Pepito’s, in School 
Street in the city centre. 
The name means Little 
Joe in Italian. 

In 1960s, he took over 
running The Spinney 
Club Italian restaurant 
and function suite in 
Walnut Drive. 

His son Richard, aged 
32, of Wombourne, said: 
“The Spinney played host 
to many cabaret nights 
which included visiting 
acts at the time including 
Roy Castle, Bob Monk- 
house, Ken Dodd and 
Tommy Mundon. 

IT worker Richard 
said: “They were up and 
coming at the time, in the 
late 70s and early 80s.” 

He said his father 
worked tirelessly to¬ 
gether with members of 



Vivienne and Joe Conti 
with comedian Ken 
Dodd at The Spinney 


the Spinney Club in sup¬ 
porting a numb-er of 
charities. In the 1980s, 
he helped to raise 
£18,000 for Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s first mammagram 
machine. 

He and the members of 
the Spinney also raised 
£10,000 in 1983 for the 
Macmillan cancer 

charity. 

Richard said: “He con¬ 
tinued to organise a 
number of sponsored 
walk’s in aid of Compton 
Hospice.” 

Mr Conti retired from 
the Spinney Club in 1993 
and it has now been con¬ 
verted into flats. 

His culinary flare con¬ 
tinues to thrive through 
his step-daughter Caro¬ 
line Haddon, 48, who is a 
partner and chef at The 
Seven Stars in Beckbury, 
near Wolverhampton. 

Mr Conti, who also 
leaves a widow, Vivienne, 
74, and step-daughter 
Beverley Shingler-Day, 
51, of Telford, had been ill 
for some time. 


Residents’ plea on 
cul-de-sac parking 

RESIDENTS in a Wolverhampton cul-de-sac are 
calling for parking permits to stop people leaving 
their cars in the road. Wickham Gardens in Heath 
Town is close to New Cross Hospital and staff have 
been seen parking their cars there. 

Ward councillor Milkinder Jaspal said: “I’ve 
spoken to council officers about a residents’ parking 
scheme. The council has said it will be in the next 
batch of parking schemes but have not said when 
this will be.” 
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Ken Mackie 


Chance for say on off-licence 

RESIDENTS in Wolverhampton will 8am-11pm seven days a week, 
get to have their say next month on a plan Objections have been raised by the 
to turn a former internet cafe into a con- Hope Family Centre manager Sue Allen, 
venience store and off-licence near a chil- who said the store could lead to increased 
dren’s centre. anti-social behaviour problems on the 

Plans to open the Virgin Booze store, estate, 
just yards away from the Hope Family But agent Danny Hardy, of Willenhall- 
Centre in Chervil Rise, Heath Town, will based Licensed Trade Legal Services, said 
be discussed at a Wolverhampton City the service was intended primarily to be a 
Council licensing sub-committee meeting convenience store, with alcohol from 
on January 5. around the world sold to complement 

The applicant wants to sell alcohol from foreign food choices. 


Alert on packaging 


POLICE in Wolverhampton 
have issued a warning to home 
owners about throwing out pack¬ 
aging from expensive electrical 
goods. 

They are advising householders 
to break down and wrap boxes or 
else to recycle them at council tips 
rather than leave them on view 
outside their homes. 

Officers say burglars are on the 


lookout to see what sort of goods 
have been bought or received. 

The advice applies particularly 
to high-value items such as DVD 
players, games machines, MP3 
players and widescreen TV sets. 

Chief Inspector Jo Chilton also 
advised people to mark all new 
property with a UV pen and record 
it on the national database at 
www.immobilise.com 



Prizes as pupils branch 
out with decorations 


Tributes to 

long-serving 

councillor 

ONE of the longest-serving 
councillors in Staffordshire has 
died, aged 84. 

Tributes have been paid to Ken 
Mackie who died last week after a long 
battle with cancer. Elected in Bil- 
brook, near Wolverhampton, on South 
Staffordshire Council in 1991, he 
became a Bilbrook parish councillor in 
the 1960s. 

The father-of-two, on the parish 
council for 44 years, was chairman for 
more than a decade and also on 
Seisdon Rural District Council, which 
merged with Cannock Rural District 
to become South Staffordshire 
Council in 1974. 

He was district council chairman in 
1998-99 — the first time the chairman 
and consort were serving elected 
members. His wife, Doris, also served 
as a Bilbrook councillor until 1997. 

As well as chairing South Stafford¬ 
shire Citizens Advice Bureau from 
1995 to 2001 he supported groups, 
including Codsall Scouts and the 2078 
Boscobel Air Squadron cadets. 

The Scot and his wife were Caledon¬ 
ian Society and the Scottish Country 
Dance Society members. 

South Staffordshire Council leader 
Brian Edwards said: “We are all 
deeply saddened by Ken’s death. He 
represented the people of Bilbrook for 
many years and was a true gentle¬ 
man.”. 

Steve Winterflood, council chief 
executive said: “Councillor Mackie 
had a long and distinguished record at 
the council.” 


Refreshingly original 
take on standard panto 


BIRMINGHAM city centre, on a 
freezing cold snowy December evening 
with the mercury level edging -7, is the 
last place you’d expect to find a glob- 
ally-recognised actress. 

Fair play to Joan Collins — multi¬ 
award winner and star of Dynasty and 
numerous other films and television 
programmes - though, for that’s where 
she was last Tuesday (21). 

Granted, the temperature was a 
little warmer inside the 1,800-capacity 
Hippodrome Theatre (and rose consid¬ 
erably further still whenever border¬ 
line comic Julian Clary frequented the 
stage). 

But despite being a little rusty on 
her pantomime debut Collins, aged 77, 
threw herself headfirst into the spirit 
of things as Queen Rat alongside an 
impressive supporting cast in Dick 
Whittington. 

This was a refreshingly original take 
on the standard panto genre, with an 


overuse of cliches left backstage (I 
counted just one ‘it’s behind you’). 

Nigel Havers, fresh from a hissy-fit 
jungle performance on I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here, was fair game for 
his recent travails and played the 
villain King Rat with gusto. 

Loveable rogue Keith Harris and 
Orville ensured the kids were enter¬ 
tained, as did Walsall-born dame 
Jeffrey Holland, of Hi-de-Hi! fame. 

No expense was spared in the 
pursuit of panto perfection with elabo¬ 
rate sets, sing-and-dance routines and 
costumes the norm. 

The latter were mostly sported by 
Clary, playing The Spirit of the Bells, 
who stole the show with his trademark 
cutting-edge euphemisms which more 
than made full use of the pantomime’s 
title. 

Dick Whittington runs at the Hippo¬ 
drome until January 30. 

TIM SPIERS 


Just the business 

A BUSINESS expert who graduated 
from the University of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton will be returning to share his 
insights at a guest research seminar. 

Dr Kevin Mole completed his PhD 
at the University in 2000 and is now 
Associate Professor in Enterprise at 
Warwick Business School, and Assis¬ 
tant Dean (Doctoral Programme). He 
will return to Wolverhampton on 
Monday, January 24. 

Grants aid for 
sports clubs 

SPORTS clubs across Staffordshire 
are being offered grants of up to £500 
to help them achieve Clubmark and 
national governing body accreditation. 

A sixth round of funding is available, 
it has been announced. All clubs must 
be based within Staffordshire and 
Stoke on Trent to qualify and commit 
to achieving accreditation within six 
months. Applications can only be sub¬ 
mitted to club development manager 
Chris Turner at 

cturner@staffordbc.gov.uk. The dead¬ 
line is January 7. 


Bed blocking costing 
hospitals 3,245 days 


Events co-ordinator Val Renwick and plant manager Mark Ball hand over 
£100 worth of vouchers to pupils at Perton Sandown First School 


CREATIVE youngsters earned a 
Christmas bonus for their Perton 
school by making some tree-rific dec¬ 
orations. 

Perton Sandown First School chal¬ 
lenged their pupils, ranging from 
reception to Year four, to come up with 
imaginative designs to put on the 
school tree as part of a competition 
run by Gardenlands, based on the 
nearby A454. 

Gardenlands, which also provided 
the school with the tree, judged their 
designs to be the best and as a reward 


handed over £100 worth of vouchers. 

And as an extra thank you, the 
school’s PTAgave Christmas selection 
boxes to the artistic pupils. 

Headteacher at Perton Sandown, 
Liz Threlkeld, said: “The children 
were very inventive and very creative. 

“They all deserve a mention for 
making such beautiful decorations, 
which they’ve now taken home.” 

Mrs Threlkeld added that the 
vouchers would go towards kicking off 
the school’s gardening projects in time 
for spring. 


wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 


BED blocking at hospitals in 
the Black Country and 
Staffordshire saw more than 
3,200 days lost to the NHS in 
just one month. 

Hundreds of patients were left 
in vital hospital beds even though 
they were well enough to be dis¬ 
charged during November. 

This is because councils are too slow 
in organising social services care for 
elderly and vulnerable patients who 
are then unable to leave hospital. It 
comes as hospitals are struggling to 
cope with the winter pressure. 

In total across the area there were 
3,245 days lost in November when 
beds could have been made available 
for sick patients. 

At New Cross Hospital in Wolver¬ 
hampton there were 605 days lost due 
to delays, compared to 518 at Stafford 
Hospital. 

The Dudley Group of Hospitals saw 
497 days lost to delays while Walsall 
Manor suffered 89 days of lost bed 
capacity. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospital NHS Trust, which runs City 
Hospital in Birmingham, Sandwell 


General Hospital in West Bromwich 
and Rowley Regis Hospital in Rowley 
Regis, lost 1,401 days. 

David Loughton, chief executive at 
New Cross Hospital, said: “The avail¬ 
ability of beds is extremely important 
for our service. 

“We are trying to identify what 
needs to happen to overcome delays 
that are beyond our control. We under¬ 
stand that unnecessary delays are not 
good enough, which is why we are 
doing everything in our power to 
speed up this process for the sake of 
our patients and their families.” 

Suitable 

Manjit Obhrai, medical director at 
Stafford Hospital, said: “We liaise 
with social services to make sure that 
plans are in place for any elderly 
patients who need further care once 
they have left hospital. 

“This does sometimes mean that 
there is a delay in the patient leaving 
hospital until a place in a suitable 
home is located.” 

Councillor Matthew Ellis, cabinet 
member for social care in Stafford¬ 
shire, said the county council was 
responsible for 98 days lost at Stafford 
Hospital. He said he was confident the 
situation would improve when the 
council launches a new “reablement” 
service in March. 


Dick Whittington 
Birmingham Hippodrome 
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Damage 
caused 
in post 
office raid 

WOULD-BE thieves closed a 
major Black Country post office 
after damaging water pipes and 
sending thousands of gallons of 
water cascading through the 
building. 

The bungled break-in caused so 
much damage at Wolverhampton’s 
Lichfield Street post office last week 
that it had to be closed. 

Engineers were called on to the site 
when the attempted burglary was dis¬ 
covered, assessing the extent of the 
repairs. The branch was closed for the 
week with customers left mystified as 
no explanatory signs were displayed 
in the window. 

Advised 

The closure came in the busiest 
week for post offices across the region. 

It is not believed the intruders stole 
anything. 

Sue Dakin, spokeswoman for Post 
Office Counters, said: “As a result of 
an attempted break-in at the Lichfield 
Street branch, substantial damage 
was caused. Regrettably we have had 
no option but to close.” 

Customers were advised to use the 
Worcester Street and Darlington 
Street branches. But one customer, 
grandmother-of-four Mary Sharpe, 
aged 79, of Birmingham Road, Lanes- 
field, said: “A lot of elderly people like 
me can’t walk to other branches in this 
snow.” 


Police base 
opens after 
a delay of 
two months 

BILSTON’S new £3.5million 
police station has finally opened - 
two months later than first 
planned. 

Problems installing the IT equip¬ 
ment at the new station in Railway 
Street pushed the unveiling back 
from October. 

But officers and other staff have 
now made the move from the old 
station in Mount Pleasant. 

Building work on the police hub 
began more than 12 months ago. 

Historic 

It will act as a hub for five neigh¬ 
bourhood policing teams including 
Bilston East, Bilston North, Etting- 
shall, Spring Vale and Blakenhall and 
will be open to the public every day 
between 10am and 6pm. 

Police chiefs decided that the old 
base, the West Midland force’s second 
oldest base, was no longer fit for 
purpose. 

The door to the historic station was 
locked for the final time by Inspector 
Peter Haywood, sector inspector for 
Wolverhampton South East. 

He said: “We are sad to be leaving 
the old station but the fact is that it is 
no longer fit for purpose so the time is 
right to move on.” 
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The mayor of Wolverhampton, Councillor Malcolm Gwinnety, with manager of the Holly 
Bush Inn, Denise Lightwood and pupil from Penn Hall School, Russell Bunn, aged 19 


Pupils bury messages for the 
future with help of nearby pub 

YOUNGSTERS from Penn up at pub with the date of time capsule to be discovered 
Hall Primary School sent a when the capsule was buried, in the future.” 
message to the future by The mayor of Wolverhampton, Pub manager Denise Light- 
burying a time capsule in the Councillor Malcolm Gwinnett wood added: “The time 
grounds of a Wolverhampton joined pupils at the ceremony, capsule is not only a fascinat- 
pub. Dave Parry, head teacher at ing project for youngsters to 

Newspapers, letters, photo- the school, in nearby Vicarage take part in, but it’s also quite 
graphs, DVDs and a school Road, said: “We were really symbolic for us too — we’re at 
uniform were all included in glad to be involved in the the beginning of something 
the capsule, which is now event, it was a great idea. exciting with the new-look 
underground at The Holly “It really challenged the Holly Bush, which will be 
Bush Inn, Penn Road. children to think about around for generations of fam- 

A plaque is also set to be put history by leaving items in the ilies to enjoy.” 


Stab case 
teenager 
set to be 
released 

A 16-YEAR-OLD 
youth who stabbed a 
man outside a Black 
Country nightclub to 
“gain respect” from his 
friends has had his 
potentially lifelong 
sentence overturned 
by top judges. 

He was detained indef¬ 
initely for public protec¬ 
tion at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court in August 
after he admitted wound¬ 
ing with intent in 
Summit Crescent, 

Smethwick. 

The punishment 
meant he would be 
released only if he could 
convince a parole board 
he was no longer danger¬ 
ous. 

But the teenager, who 
cannot be named for legal 
reasons, is now set to be 
released after two and a 
half years following a 
decision at the Court of 
Appeal to overturn the 
open-ended term. 

Excessive 

The youth was 15 
when he stabbed Karl 
Burris outside Identity 
Recording Studio, where 
an event called Vibe was 
taking place in March. 

Mr Burris, aged 21, 
suffered a punctured 
lung and a cut to the 
liver. His brother Kevin 
died in a car accident as 
he drove to see him at 
Birmingham’s City Hos¬ 
pital. 

The youth had convic¬ 
tions for arson and 
assaulting a police officer 
at the time. 

A pre-sentence report 
said he knifed Mr Burris 
in order to gain “reputa¬ 
tion and respect”. But his 
lawyers argued the 
indefinite sentence was 
excessive for his age. 

He will serve the next 
seven and a half years of 
a nine-year sentence on 
licence in the community. 


Unused £10m fire 
centre to be sold off 
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A£10 m illi on fire control centre 
in the Black Country is to be sold 
off after standing empty for two 
years and before taking a single 
emergency call. 

The Regional Control Centre has 
been scrapped after the government 
abandoned a national £423m scheme. 

The centre was plagued by technical 
problems after building work began in 
2006 and was completed in 2008. 

It cost £9.7m and has been costing 
taxpayers £1.7m a year in rent, main¬ 
tenance and security costs since. The 
Labour government had vowed to 
replace 46 fire control rooms with nine 
regional centres, including the 
Wolverhampton complex. 

The Stafford Road centre would 
have handled emergency calls for the 
West Midlands, Staffordshire, Shrop¬ 
shire, Hereford and Worcester and 
Warwickshire. 

Ninety fire control staff in the region 
would have lost their jobs under the 


plan. But the Con-Lib coalition has 
announced it has reached a deal with 
main contractor Cassidian to call a 
halt to the project. 

Fire Minister Bob Neill said: “We 
have jointly concluded the require¬ 
ments of the project cannot be deliv¬ 
ered to an acceptable timeframe. The 
best outcome is for the contract to be 
terminated with immediate effect.” 

Criticism 

He said details of the deal would 
remain “commercially confidential.” 

Since building work finished the 
Wolverhampton building has been vir¬ 
tually unused aside from meetings. 

Costs associated with the project 
drew criticism from the Fire Brigades 
Union which opposed the proposals 
from the start. 

Fire control staff said they were 
“relieved” while union leaders added 
they were “elated” the scheme had 
been scrapped. 


Furniture at scrapped 
site may be divided up 


FURNITURE at a scrapped £10 
million fire control centre in the 
Black Country will be sold or 
divided up between fire services 
as the Government tries to min¬ 
imise its losses. 

One of the fire services covering the 
West Midlands could end up taking 
charge of a £6,000 espresso coffee 
machine that was installed at the new 
fire control centre in Wolverhampton 
two years ago. 

The building at Wolverhampton 
Business Park, off Stafford Road, has 
cost £9.7m so far to build and has been 
costing £ 1.7m a year in rent and secu¬ 
rity. It could now be sold off with fix¬ 
tures and fittings but its owner, the 
Government’s Department for Com¬ 
munities and Local Government, has 
indicated it wants it to remain in use 
as some kind of fire control centre. 

West Midlands Fire Service is 
unlikely to want the building because 
it opened its new £20m headquarters 
in Nechells in January 2009. The fur¬ 
niture may also be split up and given 
to the five fire services - West Mid¬ 


lands, Staffordshire, Shropshire, 
Hereford and Worcester and Warwick¬ 
shire. 

The building opened in 2007 but has 
remained empty because bosses have 
been unable to iron out problems of 
merging the control rooms of five dif¬ 
ferent fire services. 

Problems included being unable to 
develop a shared radio scheme that 
would work in rural areas as well as 
difficulty merging all the different 
working practices of each fire service 
into one system. 

Future 

The £423m scheme to replace 46 fire 
control rooms with nine regional 
centres was dreamed up under the 
former Labour Government. But fol¬ 
lowing criticism from MPs on all sides 
the coalition Government has 
scrapped it. 

Sian Williams, spokeswoman for the 
Department for Communities and 
Local Government, said: “We are dis¬ 
cussing the future of the buildings 
with representatives from all fire and 
rescue authorities. 


Poles together to raise funds 



Pole appeal - fundraiser Jo Ellis, left, and fundraising manager Clare Thomas 


FUNDRAISERS in the Black 
Country are being urged to put on 
their walking boots and join a charity 
trek through the Polish mountains. 

The challenge has been organised by 
the Beacon Centre for the Blind in 
Sedgley to boost funds. Walkers will 
spend five days trekking though the 
hills near Pieniny National Park from 
September 22 to 27. 

Along the way they will be stopping 
in a mixture of guesthouses, hotels 
and mountain huts. To take part 
fundraisers need to raise a minimum 
of £1600, which will be due in July. 


Fundraising officer Karen Gullick 
said: “We are looking for adventurous 
people to join us on our Mountain Trek 
in Poland.” 

The centre has been running for 140 
years, helping partially or fully blind 
people live an independent life. It 
serves 3,000 people throughout 
Dudley, Wolverhampton, Sandwell, 
and South Staffordshire. 

For further information contact 
community fundraising officer Karen 
Gullick on 01902 880111 or log on to 
the web address which can be found at 
the website: www.beacon4blind.co.uk 
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For sale - the forgotten 200-year-old masterpiece 
The Country Auction 

Forgotten 
painting is 
for sale at 
£125,000 



A FORGOTTEN 200- 
year-old masterpiece 
painted by one of 
Wolverhampton’s most 
important artists is 
back in Britain after 
being returned from 
Australia - and is now 
up for sale at £125,000. 

The County Auction is 
an oil painting by 
Wolverhampton-born 
Edward Bird dating back 
to 1812. It was presented 
in the same year to the 
prestigious Royal 

Academy in London. 

More recently it was 
owned by the National 
Gallery of Victoria, in 
Melbourne, Australia, 
but it is now being sold by 
London West End art 
dealer Richard Green. 

Importance 

The recently rediscov¬ 
ered picture is rated as 
one of Bird’s cleverest 
pictures. 

Wolverhampton Art 
Gallery owns the 
preparatory oil sketch 
which Bird produced 
before he started the 
painting. 

The gallery also owns 
19 oil paintings and eight 
drawings by Bird,who 
was born at Cat Yard, 
Berry Street, in 1772. 

After attending the 
Free Grammar School,in 
Wolverhampton, Bird 
was apprenticed, at the 
age of 13, as a japanning 
artist to the firm of Jones 
and Taylor at the Old 
Hall Works in Wolver¬ 
hampton. 



Portrait of Edward Bird 


He spent the first half 
of his life in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton before moving to 
Bristol in or around 
1794. 

Bird’s importance as 
an artist was officially 
confirmed on February 
10,1815, just three years 
after he produced The 
Country Auction when he 
was elected to the Royal 
Academy. 

This entitled him to 
place the letters RA after 
his name. 

Since the Royal 
Academy was founded in 
1768,there have been 
only around 600 Royal 
Academicians. 

Bird died aged 47 in 
1819. 


Palace date for lifesaver 

A YOUNG life-saver from Wolverhampton kept a 
date at Buckingham Palace where he was presented 
with a young achiever award by the Princess Royal. 

Ashley Bentley was among 75 young people hon¬ 
oured at the St John Ambulance Young Achievers’ 
Reception. 

The 16-year-old, a member of the Bushbury unit, 
was nominated because of his accomplishments 
despite suffering from dyspraxia, a type of learning 
disability. 

He has been a qualified first aider for six years. 
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Tessa Sanderson 


Baths site 
deal for 
Olympic 
champion 

A DEAL is being drawn up to 
allow a charity set up by Wolver¬ 
hampton Olympic star Tessa 
Sanderson to take over a disused 
city baths. 

Heath Town Baths has been empty 
for more than four years and has 
become a target for vandals. Officers 
at Wolverhampton City Council met 
recently to discuss giving the gold 
medallist javelin thrower a year’s 
exclusivity on the site, meaning no- 
one else could buy it. 

This would allow Tessa, who grew 
up in the city, the time to raise funds to 
buy the site and turn it into a sports 
academy for young people. 

There would be an emphasis on 
martial arts as well as other sports, 
and the British Judo Association 
would be involved with running the 
Tudor Road building. 

Opportunity 

Tessa, aged 54, who runs the Tessa 
Sanderson Foundation and Academy, 
said: “We’ve only just started but we 
want to grab this opportunity and do 
something in Heath Town and 
Wednesfield. “Everyone in the area 
used to go and swim at Heath Town 
baths and I really want to bring that 
building back into use.” 

Tessa is working on the proposals 
with her judo star husband Densign 
White and Kerrith Brown, who 
attended Heath Park School before 
representing Great Britain in judo. 

It is hoped the building will be open 
and running as an academy in time for 
the 2012 Olympics and the interest in 
sport that the Games is likely to gen¬ 
erate. 


Travel inspires 
art exhibition 

THE second part of a travel-inspired 
exhibition opened at Wolverhampton 
Art Gallery this week. 

Journey into the Contemporary Col¬ 
lection — Part Two showcases dozens of 
photographs taken by artists from 
around the world. It was due to open on 
Wednesday (29) and will run until Feb¬ 
ruary 11. 

Featured artists and photographers 
will include Lisa Milroy, Jeremy Deller, 
and Tom Hunter. The first part of the 
display, which consisted largely of 
installation pieces closed earlier this 
month. 
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Celebrations to mark city decade 


A YEAR of celebrations has been 
announced to mark the 10th anniver¬ 
sary since Wolverhampton became a 
city. 

Planned events throughout 2011 
will see the anniversary theme used 
throughout the year. Thousands of 
children will learn the history of the 
city as schools will be asked to run 
lessons commemorating the event. 

Meanwhile historic books will be 


put on display and Wolverhampton’s 
landmarks will once again throw open 
their doors in September. But bosses 
said that with 28 per cent budget cuts 
being imposed they could not afford 
any extra money to mark the year. 

Wolverhampton was one of three 
towns granted city status by the 
Queen in 2000, along with Inverness 
and Brighton and Hove. 

In total 39 towns had applied to be 


one of the Queen’s millennium cities. 

Since it became a city Wolverhamp¬ 
ton has seen its Market Square rede¬ 
veloped, the refurbishment of the 
landmark Molineux Hotel and art 
gallery and a new £12 million leisure 
centre in Wednesfield. 

Work has also started on a £22.5m 
bus station and there are plans for a 
£67m business park, the i54 in Ford- 
houses. 


Among the features are a special 
10th anniversary theme for Wolver¬ 
hampton’s floral displays, a story 
competition organised by Wolver¬ 
hampton’s libraries service, displays 
of historic books and other exhibi¬ 
tions.There will be resource packs for 
schools and a “health challenge” 
linking other millennium cities 
including Brighton and Hove and 
Inverness. 


Major cuts to hit 
schools rebuilding 
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DEVASTATING funding cuts 
will hit plans to rebuild and refur¬ 
bish every secondary school in 
Wolverhampton. 

The £370 million Building Schools 
for the Future scheme for all 26 city 
secondary schools survived the axe by 
the coalition government. 

Areas like Sandwell had theirs 
scrapped completely. But it has now 
emerged the projects will be dramati¬ 
cally scaled back due to the govern¬ 
ment demanding cuts of up to 40 per 
cent. 

Wolverhampton City Council 
admitted it was considering abandon¬ 
ing plans to rebuild some schools as 
well as providing only minor, rather 


Schools to be affected 


Schools with plans affected by cuts: 

Deansfield High School 

(major refurbishment, August 2013) 
Colton Hills Community School 
(major refurbishment, August 2013) 


than major, refurbishments to others. 

Bosses are also pleading with the 
government not to cut the budgets for 
Coppice, Wednesfield, South Wolver¬ 
hampton and Bilston Academy and 
Braybook schools, which have already 
received planning permission. 

Projects where work has already 
started to create new buildings for 
Highfields Science Specialist School 
and Pennfields Special School, and 
the refurbishment of King’s School 
and Tettenhall Wood School, will not 
be affected. 

Tim Westwood, the council’s pro¬ 
gramme director for BSF, said: “The 
efficiencies we will be able to make 
will vary from one school to another 
and will very much depend on the 
needs and requirements of the 
individual school. 

“It is clear schools in need of 
major refurbishments will 
have to take priority over 
schools in a better condition, 
but we want to ensure that 
every BSF school in Wolver- 


Moseley Park School and Technology College hampton will still receive 


(major refurbishment, August 2013) 


great benefits from the pro- 


J Ie i at nj P o rk i Bu u in on S ,?T d Enter P rise College g ramme even if the work we 

are able to do may be slightly 
reduced.” 

Wolverhampton South East 
Labour MP Pat McFadden 
warned the funding cuts 
would be “hugely damaging”. 
He said the 40 per cent cuts 


(rebuild, September 2013) 

Aldersley High School 

(major refurbishment, Feb 2014) 

Moreton School 

(major refurbishment, February 2014) 

Our Lady and St Chad Catholic Sports 
College 

(major refurbishment, February 2014) 

North East Wolverhampton Academy 


North East Wolverhampton Academy , • , j j u .v 

(rebuild on site Pendeford High School, Feb 2014) bem S demanded by the gov- 


Smestow School 
(major refurbishment, February 2014) 

Westcroft School and Sports College 
(major refurbishment, February 2014) 

New Park School 
(refurbishment, September 2014) 

Penn Hall School 
(refurbishment, Sep 2014) 

St Peter’s Collegiate School 
(major refurbishment, September 2014) 

St Edmund’s Catholic School 
(major refurbishment, September 2014) 
Wolverhampton Girls High School 
(major refurbishment, September 2014) 

The Midpoint Centre 
(new build, September 2014) 

The Orchard Centre 
(refurbishment, Sep 2014) 

Green Park School 
(computer technology only) 

Schools with planning permission: 

South Wolverhampton and Bilston Academy 

(new build, September 2012) 

Wednesfield High School 
(major refurbishment, February 2013) 

The Braybrook Centre 

(major refurbishment, February 2013) 

Coppice Performing Arts School 
(major refurbishment, February 2013) 

Schools definitely not affected: 

Highfields Science Specialist and Penn 
Fields School 

The Kings Church of England School and 
Tettenhall Wood School 


ernment from the city’s £370 
million Building Schools for 
the Future programme was a 
U-turn on an earlier promise. 

Signed 

Wolverhampton was one of 
very few areas in Britain told 
by the coalition government 
that its school rebuilding 
scheme could go ahead. 

The scheme was too far 
advanced to scrap because a 
deal had already been signed 
with city building giant Caril- 
lion just days before the 
General Election. 

Mr McFadden said: “We 
were told back in July that 
Wolverhampton’s Building 
Schools for the Future was 
unaffected. 

“But if the government cuts 
it by such a large amount, it 
will be hugely damaging to 
both the refurbishment and 
the building programme for 
the city.” 

He said it would be very dif¬ 
ficult to make the cuts because 
so much money had already 
been committed. 


Saba Saleem (8), headteacher Mostyn Mahoney and Thomas Walsh (8) 
cut the first sod for the new Tettenhall Wood School 


WORK has begun on the construc¬ 
tion of a new special school in Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Tettenhall Wood School is moving 
from its current base on School Road to 
new premises on the site of The King’s 
School in Regis Road as part of a £370 
million scheme to rebuild or refurbish 
the city’s secondary schools. 

A sod-cutting ceremony was held to 
mark the official start of work on the 
new purpose-built school for Tetten¬ 
hall Wood’s 90 pupils, aged from five to 
19. 


The co-location of Tettenhall Wood 
will allow the two schools to share a 
resources including sports and visual 
arts facilities, while the expertise of 
Tettenhall Wood staff will help King’s 
School support pupils with special 
educational needs. 

Tettenhall Wood headteacher 
Mostyn Mahoney said: “The new 
school which has been design to meet 
the increasingly complex needs of our 
pupils.” 

The new-look schools are due to 
open in 2012. 


Lab test 
firm in 
plan for 
i54 site 

PLANS for a Wolverhampton 
firm to move on to the city’s £67 
million i54 business park have 
been recommended for approval. 

Laboratory testing company 
Eurofins wants to set up a new home 
on the site in moves that would safe¬ 
guard 180 jobs. 

Eurofins hopes to follow in the foot¬ 
steps of aerospace giant Moog, the 
first confirmed tenant of the business 
park near the M54 in Wobaston Road, 
Fordhouses, which was granted plan¬ 
ning permission for its new base last 
month. 

Its proposals to move from its 
current home at Woodthorne, in 
Wergs Road, Tettenhall, were recom¬ 
mended for approval by South 
Staffordshire Council’s regulatory 
committee. 

Standards 

The plans are for a 16,404 sq ft food 
and environmental testing laboratory. 

A report to the committee states: 
“The landscape scheme, general 
layout, parking and design of the 
building meet the high standards 
required of the site.” 

The report adds that the project is a 
“further positive step” in the develop¬ 
ment of the i54 site to attract research 
and hi-tech industry to South 
Staffordshire. 

It says the scheme is in line with the 
council’s aspirations to promote the 
provision of accessible employment 
opportunities. 

Housing perk 
allowance 
top-up for 
police chief 

THE £144,000 salary of West Mid¬ 
lands Chief Constable Chris Sims is 
being topped up with an allowance to 
help pay for his house. 

He claims the money as part of a 
perk that allows officers to receive a 
subsidy towards rent and mortgage 
payments. It was not revealed how 
much Mr Sims receives, but the total 
bill for West Midlands and Stafford¬ 
shire is almost £12 million a year. 

And in the West Midlands the 
subsidy is paid at an average of £2,322 
for each eligible person, costing the 
force £9. lm in 2009/10. 

There are 10 officers on salaries of 
more than £80,000 who claim the 
perk. They also include an assistant 
chief constable earning a total of 
£103,000. The revelations come as the 
force faces up to its budget falling 
from £513.8m to £480.3m. 

Councillor Bob Jones, finance chief 
on West Midlands Police Authority, 
said it would be a “very helpful contri¬ 
bution” if senior officers chose not to 
claim their full entitlement. 

Serving officers who joined the 
police force before September 1994 
are entitled to the rent or housing 
perk, paid regardless of whether they 
own a home or rent privately. 

It dates back to a time when police 
officers were allowed to live in police- 
owned accommodation. 
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Doormats back at city flats 


HOUSING bosses who banned 
doormats in blocks of flats for health 
and safety reasons have shelled out 
nearly £18,000 of rent payers’ money 
to buy communal mats. 

Wolverhampton Homes, which runs 
council houses on behalf of the local 
authority, imposed a “zero tolerance” 
approach to tenants having their own 
doormats last year. But following com¬ 
plaints that people would not have any¬ 
where to wipe their feet, the group have 
now bought 1,624 mats for 762 low and 
medium rise blocks. 

Bosses said they would be cleaned every 
three months, putting further cost on the 
rent payers. The total cost has come to 


£17,864. The no-doormat policy was intro¬ 
duced following a devastating fire at a 
high-rise block in London. 

But it has been criticised as being over 
the top. It was recently relaxed for Christ¬ 
mas to allow tenants to hang a wreath on 
their doors but no other decorations or 
ornaments are allowed. 

Changed 

The mats, just under a metre wide, are 
in the communal lobbies at the front 
entrances and in some blocks, at the rear. 
They cost just over £lleach and are 
changed every three months, cleaned and 
replaced if they go missing. 

Kate Hughes, spokeswoman for Wolver¬ 
hampton Homes, said: “Fire safety is very 


important to our customers but they have 
told us that they also want us to make 
sure the communal areas are clean. 

“That’s why we found this solution for 
them. There was an extensive value-for- 
money review prior to the purchase of the 
mats to ensure the best possible deal. Cus¬ 
tomers will not pay a service charge for 
them. The mats are fire retardant to 
British Standard and non-slip tested.” 

Liberal Democrat councillor Richard 
Whitehouse has previously called for the 
rules to be scrapped in favour of a com- 
monsense approach. 

He said: “This is rent payers’ money 
being spent when the tenants themselves 
would have been perfectly happy to 
provide their own door mats. 


Fitness fans 
box clever 
for hospice 

MORE than 100 
fitness fans packed into a 
South Staffordshire 
leisure centre to take 
part in a charity boxer- 
cise challenge. 

Teams from four 
leisure centres, including 
Wombourne, Cheslyn 
Hay, Codsall and 
Penkridge, competed in 
the fundraiser in aid of 
Wolverhampton’s 
Compton Hospice. 

The event was organ¬ 
ised by fitness instructor 
Paul Sabin, who said it 
could become an annual 
challenge as it was such a 
huge success. 

“It went fantastic,” he 
said. “Everyone really 
enjoyed taking part. 

“It was the first time 
we have done anything 
like this but could 
become a regular event.” 

The winning team was 
from Codsall leisure 
centre. Teams of eight 
people competed in a 10- 
round relay challenge. 

“We had about 138 
people come along which, 



Competitors, including Lynda Bailey and John Price, who 
took part in the boxercise challenge held at Codsall Leisure 
Centre in aid of Compton Hospice 


Quarter of 
children are 
obese at 10 

ALMOST a quarter of children 
across the Black Country are clini¬ 
cally obese by the time they reach the 
age of 10. 

In Wolverhampton the number of 
obese children in reception class, aged 
four and five, is 12.2 per cent. This 
doubles to 24.6 per cent by the time 
they reach the age of 10 or 11. In 
Dudley, the number of reception age 
children who are obese is 10.2 per 
cent, rising to 23.8 per cent by Year 10. 

In Sandwell it is 11.9 per cent, 
rising to 23.5 per cent, while in 
Walsall the figures are 10.6 per cent, 
jumping to 21.6 per cent. In South 
Staffordshire, 10.1 per cent of recep¬ 
tion age children are obese with 18.3 
per cent obese by the age of 10 or 11. 

The figures have emerged as part of 
the Government’s National Child 
Measurement Programme. 

Dr Adrian Philips, director of public 
health in Wolverhampton, described 
the obesity problems among children 
as a challenge. 

He said: “It is a scandalous statistic 
that one in four kids in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton are clinically obese by Year 6 in 
school. At about age five it is one in 
eight, during those five or six years 
the number of obese children 
increases to one in four.” 
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Crematorium work 
to end next month 


A £1.7 MILLION redevelopment of 
Bushbury Crematorium will be com¬ 
pleted next month. Work on the East 
Chapel is almost complete and it is 
expected to reopen in January. 

It has been shut since September when 
contractors started the second phase of the 
modernisation of the crematorium which 
will allow it to accept larger coffins and 
caskets. 


West Chapel had been closed between 
March and September while work was 
carried out there. The site’s four cremators 
have been replaced and doors to both 
chapels have been widened. 

Contractors are completing rewiring and 
redecorating of East Chapel as the project 
moves into its final weeks. 

The new cremators have larger capaci¬ 
ties and will also meet strict new govern¬ 
ment legislation regarding mercury 


WALKERS donned Santa hats for 
a bracing ramble in Wolverhampton. 
Santa joined walkers for a one-mile 
Christmas hike around East Park 
recently. 

A three-and-a-half mile Seven 
Cornfields walk took place along 
quiet back streets and country paths 
in the city taking in views of Clee 
Hill. 

Another walk was due to take 
place the following week when more 
than 100 people were due to step out 
for a one-and-a-half mile torchlight 
Christmas parade from All Saints 
Church, in All Saints Road. 

Popular 

They were followed by Christmas 
carols and free hot drinks and mince 
pies in the church. 

The treks are organised as part of 
Wolverhampton’s popular Walking 
for Health scheme 

Recently former Wolverhampton 
Wanderers’ goalkeeper Matt Murray 
joined walkers in West Park. 

To find out more phone Wolver¬ 
hampton City Primary Care Trust on 
01902 444061 or visit walking- 
forhealth@wolvespct.nhs.uk 


abatement. The crematorium is the second 
busiest in the region, with 2,500 services 
annually. 

Wolverhampton City Council spokes¬ 
man Paul Brown said: “Work on the West 
Chapel was successfully completed in the 
autumn with contractors now well 
advanced on the re-wiring and redecorat¬ 
ing of the East Chapel and the installation 
of a new energy-efficient lighting system. 

“The two remaining cremators have also 
been installed and are 
currently awaiting com¬ 
missioning. 

Extend 

“It is expected that 
once this has been com¬ 
pleted the East Chapel 
will reopen in January. 

“During the redevelop¬ 
ment, any disruptions 
have been kept to a 
minimum.” 

Plans are also in place 
to extend the existing 
cemetery at Bushbury by 
around a third, creating 
8,100 much-needed 
burial plots. 

Only three of Wolver¬ 
hampton’s seven council 
run cemeteries still have 
space for new graves. The 
extension will increase 
the size of the cemetery 
by around six hectares. 


Andrew Tomlinson, Pete Bridgen and Roy Beddows, front, 
with fellow walkers taking part in the Christmas celebration 
one-mile hike at East Park 


Course hits 
the Mark 

THE Forensic Science 
course at the University 
of Wolverhampton has 
received a top endorse¬ 
ment. 

The Forensic Skills- 
mark has only been given 
to five universities in the 
UK so far, and Wolver¬ 
hampton is the first in 
the West Midlands to 
receive it. 
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Beating heart disease - with laughter 


Help us beat heart disease, one laugh 
at a time. Just 36 per cent of women in 
the West Midlands know heart disease 
is the biggest killer of UK women. 
According to our survey, 51 per cent 
believe it to be breast cancer. But the 
reality is that heart disease kills three 
times more women than breast cancer. 

We at the British Heart Foundation 
are running a campaign to challenge 
these statistics and quite literally put 
the heart centre-stage for women. 


We’ve got together with Victoria Wood 
and more of the UK’s best loved comedi¬ 
ans to host the Angina Monologues, a 
night of fantastic comedy focused on 
affairs of the heart. 

The show is being taken from the 
stage to the screen. Visit www.angina- 
monologues.co.uk for some important 
information on how to cherish your 
heart. 

BETTY MCBRIDE 
The British Heart Foundation 


BRIDGE CORNER 


LAST week detailed 
the sad story of a doubled 
One No Trump contract 
that not only made but 
scored an overtrick. 

This week I shall explain 
what went wrong and how 
to avoid it in future! 

1: West ducked East’s 
lead of the nine of clubs, 
thus finessing her partner. 
When East leads her long 
suit she expects West to 
play her highest card. 

2: East covered the 10 
of diamonds with the jack, 
enabling Declarer to 
promote the nine in 
dummy. Don’t blindly 
cover an honour with an 
honour. Do so only to 
promote a card in 
partner’s hand. As the 
nine was visible in Dummy 
there was nothing to 
promote. 

3: East smacked the 
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4: Having taken the ace, 
East then returned the 
queen. If Declarer plays a 
suit, she’s looking to set 
up tricks in it - especially 
in No Trumps. Don’t do 
the work for her. 

5: When looking for a 
suit to play, it often helps 
to look at what Declarer is 
throwing and play that. 

Don’t forget that you’ll 
be defending 50 per cent 
of the hands. Get the 
Defence right and you will 
score well. 

Players who wish to 
hone their bidding and 
play are welcome to join 
us on a Saturday morning. 
Phone Jenny on 01902 
756859. 


ace of hearts on Visit the website for 
Declarer’s lead of the six. Wolverhampton Bridge 
Aces exist to slaughter Club, www.bridgewebs. 
kings. Second hand plays com/wolverhampton 
low (most of the time). - Jenny 


Hospital parking 
a real headache 

I read your article regarding hospital parking, 
with dismay. 

As one who parks on the Wednesfield road when 
visiting New Cross Hospital, I would make the 
point that it is not to avoid the parking fee. At peak 
times, such as afternoon and evening visiting, it is 
often impossible to drive into the hospital, let alone 
find a parking space. 

When I left the hospital after my physiotherapy 
during the hours of afternoon visiting last week, 
the traffic on the route around the hospital was 
completely grid-locked. Not even the ambulances 
could get through ! 

So, using commonsense, people who are suffi¬ 
ciently able-bodied have found a solution which 
inconveniences hardly anyone. 

The Wednesfield road is no longer a trunk route, 
thanks to the bypass and is wide enough to acco¬ 
modate parking on each side, between the hospital 
and the junction with the main road. This is a 
small contribution to reduce the congestion on the 
hospital site, which the council, in their wisdom, 
are now to make impossible. 

I would also make the point that parking at New 
Cross, should you be lucky enough to have an off- 
peak appointment time, is unnecessarily compli¬ 
cated, with barriers, fencing, bollards, and 
machines everywhere. I certainly don't find that 
user-friendly. A man in a kiosk who you could pay 
on the way in or out would be far easier, if less cost 
effective. 

The imposition of a parking fee is a different 
matter but the point should be made that charging 
to park at a hospital is effectively a tax on the sick 
and elderly, and this should be addressed. But even 
if it were free, you still couldn't get in at peak 
times. Access is the problem, not people trying to 
avoid a parking fee. 

KEN STOTT 
Outpatient 



LOUISE LOOKS BACK 50 YEARS 


Star-studded sporting events in Wolver¬ 
hampton lured thousands of families from 
their fireside televisions to swell gate funds 
in the most sporting Christmas Wolver¬ 
hampton had ever known. 

More than 74,000 people packed the 
town’s football fields, racing stadiums, 
rugger pitches and village greens in three 
days. Christmas had proved a new peak in 
the get-away from the telly trend which has 
boosted sports from football to archery. 

On Boxing Day Wolves had their second 
biggest gate of the season - 43,558 specta¬ 
tors crammed into Molineux to cheer them¬ 
selves hoarse as Wolves lashed Aston Villa 
3-2, their second win against Villa in two 
days. 

Dunstall Park race course crowds were 
nearly a third more than the previous year 
- when 13,000 fans turned up for a day of 
excitement. They got value for money. Five 
races were neck and neck and had to be 
clinched by photo-finish cameras. The 
£60,791 tote turnover was £3,374 up on the 
previous year. 

At Willenhall greyhound track the only 
warm things were the dogs — stadium ther¬ 
mometers flashed at freezing point. But 
vast crowds swarmed into both Monmore 
Green and William stadiums on Christmas 
Eve and Boxing Day. 



There was a special touch in the amateurs 
Sunday League game when Jimmy Mullen, 
former Wolves outside-left, turned out to 
play with Brickkiln Old Boys on Christmas 
morning. 

Rugby fans saw Wolverhampton Rugby 
Club lose 6-3 in their Christmas Eve game 
with Shrewsbury at Castlecroft and draw 3- 
3 at Walsall on Boxing Day. 

And out at Bobbington, the rural air was 
pierced by arrows as Wombourne archers 
battled for prizes with the Bowmen of 
Seisdon Hundred. 

• • • 

Left-over Christmas turkeys were being 
sold off at 4s 6d. a pound in Wolverhampton. 
Housewives were rushing to buy the birds 
for New Year parties, though butchers were 
keeping their surplus stocks in deep freeze 
to sell off gradually over a few weeks. 

Taxi drivers were complaining about poor 
trade over Christmas and blamed the fact 
that Christmas fell on a Sunday. 

• • • 

Work on Wolverhampton’s first subway - 
across the Salop Street — School Street junc¬ 
tion was due to start and a vast traffic diver¬ 
sion system was in operation to keep the 
crossroads clear. 


ABOVE: The medical and 
nursing staff of the New 
Cross Hospital held a 
Christmas Dance at the 
Victoria Hotel, Wolver¬ 
hampton. Here, Sally 
Ryan (24), Mary McGlone 
(24) and Anne Teresa 
Dunne (23) take a well 
earned rest from dancing 
for refreshments 


RIGHT: It may have been 
cold outside but these 
partygoers found that 
dancing was warm work 
at Bowmaker’s Christmas 
dance at the Wulfrun Hall 




Christmas Day was only three and a three-quarter 
hours old when baby Helena Plant arrived at 
Beeches Maternity Home, Tettenhall Road 
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Bus fare rise tops 
the inflation barrier 


It’s time to say farewell 



From left, Joshua Lee, aged 12, teacher Alison Smith, Tre Robinson, 18, Emily 
Hollinsworth, 18, and Lauren Smith, nine, saying farewell to Green Park School 


BUS FARES in the West Midlands 
will be increased by an inflation- 
busting 5.8 per cent from January 2. 

The announcement has been criticised 
as “disgusting” by Wolverhampton Coun¬ 
cillor Judith Rowley, who sits on the 
region’s transport authority Centro. 

The price of a single National Express 
West Midlands fare will go up from £1.70 
to £1.80. And the price of a Daysaver 
ticket will rise by nearly three per cent, 
from £3.50 to £3.60. 

Bosses said revenue would go towards 
investing in the region’s bus network 
next year, including the introduction of 
120 new vehicles. 

Metro fares will also increase under 
the changes. The cost of an adult Metro 
Daytripper ticket will go up from £4.40 to 
£4.50, an increase of 2.27 per cent, while 
a family Daytripper ticket will go up 5.8 
per cent from £8.50 to £9. 

Dave Kaye, managing director of 
National Express Bus UK, said: “We 
realise these are tough times and have 
kept the increase to a minimum to allow 
us to reinvest in the network, meet rising 
business costs and maintain our exten¬ 
sive local workforce. 

Scrapped 

“Fares in the West Midlands are still 
excellent value when compared to other 
major cities and our focus in 2011 is 
improving the quality of journey for all 
our customers. 

“We are already planning to introduce 
120 new vehicles to the network and 
have recently installed technology which 
monitors driving standards across the 
fleet.” 

The Eveningsaver ticket, giving 
unlimited use on all National Express 
West Midlands and Coventry buses after 
6pm, is being scrapped. 

Councillor Rowley said: “This rise hit 
bus users very hard and will impact upon 
people who rely upon the bus to get to 
work or to seek good quality, cheap food 
from markets. 

“This is an increase in price following a 
reduction in the number of services 
earlier this year.” 


CHILDREN and staff bid farewell to 
their old school building which is being 
demolished as a new era dawns for educa¬ 
tion in part of Wolverhampton. 

The old Green Park School on Green 
Park Avenue, Bilston, is to be knocked 
down and children transferred to a new site 
known as the Willows Campus, which is 
also on Green Park Avenue, and which 
houses Stowlawn School and a community 
centre. 

Lorraine Dawney, who has been head¬ 


teacher at the special school since 2003, 
said children had made memory boxes con¬ 
taining their fondest recollections of school 
life. She said staff and youngsters felt lucky 
to be moving to a building with better facil¬ 
ities. 

The new site features a science room, 
drama studio and soft play rooms. 

The school’s 108 pupils, who are aged 
between three and 19, are transferring in 
stages. They will have finished transfer¬ 
ring to the new site after Christmas. 
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% Select Windows Buy with Confidence 

MMMWavalJp (o #•! 


Massive range 
of PVCu 

windows, doors, 
conservatories 
and orangeries 
on display in our 
indoor heated 
showroom 



Uli 11 


nu n 




BUY NOW- PAY JAN 2012 

or 12 Months Merest Free Credit! 


( Keep the cold out 
this winter with 
our superb range 
of premier plus A+ 
i rated PVGu 
| windows, doors, 
pore lies, 
conservatories 
and orangeries 

CALL TODAY FOR 
THE VERY BEST 
DEALS 
THtS WINTER 



OUR BIGGEST EVER 

JANUARY 

SALE 
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Pavilion 

GARDEN STORE 
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Bedroom mock-up as 
building takes shape 


A BEDROOM has been mocked up by builders of the new-look 
Compton Hospice in Wolverhampton so that they can get the 
specifications exactly right for patients. 

Exposed bricks and wooden roof beams propped with scaffolding can 
now be seen inside the main site and the new rooms, which are being 
built at an overall cost of £3.5 million. 

Eighteen single, en-suite patient rooms are being built at the 
Compton Road West site, as well as improved day care facilities and 
better consulting and therapy areas for a range of treatments including 
physiotherapy. The mocked-up bedroom has been created at the hospice 
by developers E Manton Ltd, which has provided a template. 

Work started on the redevelop¬ 
ment of the interior of the main 
patient building in August and is 
set to continue until May 2011. 

The hospice launched the 
Raising the Roof capital appeal in 
April to collect £lm for the work. 

Dr David Fairlamb, chairman of 
the trustees at the hospice, said: 
“The formation of the mock-up 
bedroom has enabled senior 
hospice estate staff and nurses to 
discuss with our architects and the 
builders the fine-tuning of the 
patient facilities. 

“It’s allowed for things like the 
light switches to be changed and 
the height of the wash basins to be 
altered so that we get the best 
result in each room. It also means 
The builders’ mock-up bedroom delays are avoided.” 



Workmen in one of the main hallways at the Compton Hospice site 



Patient Rose Leaver, aged 79, and therapist Clare Mills 
with festive latch hook rugs made at Compton Hospice 


Hospice full of talent 


TALENTED patients and scene of the front of their his- 
staff have contributed to the toric building, 
rich tapestry of life at And they were so inspired 
Wolverhampton’s Compton by their success that they 
Hospice. kept hold of their imple- 

Twenty-five people, ments and completed a rich 
including hospice chaplain array of individual festive- 
Fr Barry Smart, have been themed rugs, 
busy creating a colourful rug Diversional therapist 
which is to be displayed in Clare Mills, who was behind 
the new day centre. the project, said “There were 

Patients attending the day lots of laughs and even some 
centre have spent the last six tears, as people worked on it. 
months putting together the The tapestry really brought 
wall hanging, which is a people together,” she said. 
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DANCfp^TREME 

f LEARN TO DANCE 1 

Ballroom and Latin/Salsa 

Coven Memorial Hall, Brewood Road, 
Coven WV9 5DL 

NEW BEGINNERS 

CLASSES 

Starling Monday 3rd January 7.00 pm 
only £4 per person 

Singles welcome 
Fun easy to follow instructions 
No booking/joining fee 


For fiither details please visit at ir/etelte 

www.dance-x-treme.co.uk 


V: 


or call Sue or GMugi on 07971 579026 
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Harveys Factory Outlet 


FURNITURE 







•New stock daily 1 

•Ex-showroom 

mi 

• End of lines • Quality furniture 




Lam p Tables 

3 Sea tei Sofas 

Sideboaids 

IMfrfW 


•tmi350 

£50 

£179 

£315 

Priced to art 

C rmty 

ttoulmsseuL' 

Bedside Cabinets 

Wardrobes 

Dining Table 



& A Chairs 

150 

£179 

£300 


litemwyl 


at flhrs pmMl 


J ‘ben Ihty'f <r mmm 
t toy >• 9P«Mi 



thechronicle 


Ton-up Edna says 
friends are a tonic 

CLEAN living and good friends - that is the secret to 
one Wolverhampton 100-year-old’s remarkable long 
life. 

Edna Foxall has lived in the same house in the Blak- 
enhall area for 70 years and still does as many house¬ 
hold chores for herself as she can. She celebrated her 
100th birthday surrounded by friends at Lanesfield 
Methodist Church, where she goes for a luncheon club 
every week. 

The spinster spent 42 years as a draper’s assistant at 
the former Whild’s shop apart from a three-and-a-half 
year spell with the post office. 

Her nieces Olive and Margaret, and Olive’s husband 
John, also joined Miss Foxall for her special day. 


| ,lj 

1 



Edna Foxall celebrating her 100th birthday with 
her friend Sylvia Pettitt 


Mini-village plan 
‘not achievable’ 


A LONG-AWAITED “mini 
village” development to include 
520 homes, shops and a commu¬ 
nity centre, to transform 43 acres 
of redundant land in Wolver¬ 
hampton, is “not achievable”, 
council bosses have admitted. 

The Ward Street masterplan 
for Ettingshall has been in the 
pipeline for more than four years. 
But Wolverhampton City Council 
has now decided to instead use 
£1.3 million of external funding 
earmarked for it to help make the 
separate Blakenhall Gardens 
development a reality. 


Council bosses insisted the 
Ward Street masterplan could 
still happen because the first 
phase of 60 homes does not need a 
subsidy. 

In a report to the full council 
meeting regeneration chief Coun¬ 
cillor Paddy Bradley said: 
“Further detailed consideration of 
proposals to meet the grant condi¬ 
tions has resulted in agreement 
that Ward Street was not achiev¬ 
able and would be re-allocated 
“Conversely, resources have 
been made available for Blaken¬ 
hall Gardens and there is still 


opportunity to identify further 
possibilities if they can be deliv¬ 
ered by end of March 2011.” 

Blakenhall Gardens has seen 
significant investment over the 
last 10 years with the demolition 
of six council-owned tower blocks 
and St Luke’s Infant School as 
well as the construction of the 
new awarding-winning St Luke’s 
Primary School and the Blaken¬ 
hall Community and Healthy 
Living Centre. 

The final part of the project will 
provide 102 new family houses 
and 10 shops. 



EVENING 
SHOES 

S0F3ES 
SAIIDkIS 
BOOTS GUMS 
SUPPERS 
TRACERS 

1 MILLION PAIRS! 

_(ACROSS THE COMPANY) VP 

■UONifPNlf 



GLIMS SHOES 

30 Mnikel Ftacs, 
iVi lenholl. Siotla 
WI32Aft 

0 IS 02 608? 81 


BLUNTS SHOES 

Fteil, 

Pfeiii.Wdttitoiiptoi 

m *up 

01902 330092 


BLUOTSSHOES 

17 Slfflion Rd. 
Qxteall. Skids 

01902 842100 
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Clearance 
reveals rare 
videodiscs 

A HAUL of around 
50 rare videodiscs has 
been uncovered by a 
Black Country recy¬ 
cling centre. 

Workers at Recyk, 

Park Village, Wolver¬ 
hampton, found the 
discs - created some 20 
years before the first 
DVDs - at a house clear¬ 
ance. Videodiscs are an 
outmoded home video 
format. 

Circular but five times 
bigger than modern CDs, 
they were widely tipped 
as the future of home 
video in the early 1980s, 
but they required an 
expensive specialised 
disc player and ulti¬ 
mately failed to match 
the emerging video cas¬ 
sette format. 

Interest 

Very few remain in the 
UK due to their poor 
sales. 

Recyk manager Andy 
Barrs said: “We expect 
they’ll be of interest to 
enthusiasts rather than 
the general public 
because of how rare they “There’s a mix of car- them away to a charity, 
are. toons and feature films, The organisation’s 

“Given that it’s Christ- dating to the early premises have become an 
mas it may be that a col- 1980s.” Aladdin’s Cave of oddi- 

lector, or someone who Recyk collects and ties over the past two 
kn ows a collector, shows restores goods that have decades. For details on 
a bit of interest in them, been thrown away before how to donate or discuss 
“It’s a pity there wasn’t repairing them and collecting items call 
a player alongside them, selling them on or giving 01902 863838. 



Marie Bond and Andy Barrs, from Recyk, Wolver¬ 
hampton, with some of the 50 rare videodiscs 


Mark Smith 0 



Digital Aerials 

VX0LUERHW.1PT0I1 


HA*r. SMITH 

■V-S, JkHttALS 


DIGITAL AND FREEVIEW AERIALS 
REPAIRS •TUNING • MULTIROOMS 
EsfflbffsAod Ovor 25 Yiwrs 


0AP Disco Jit 
Free Quotations 

InMrWt 


A Local Business Yos Can hduun 



01902 581017 
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£100 
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Those we said goodbye to in 2010 



Teddy Pendergrass Ray Alan Gary Coleman Dennis Hopper Harry Carpenter Christopher Cazenove Sir John Dankworth Michael Foot 




Tony Curtis Sir Norman Wisdom 


Loveable fool Norman lost 

This year we said goodbye to one of the truly great talents of cinema while It was a bad year for the literary 
the great talents from the heyday of Curtis had starred in some of the most world too with the deaths of Dick 
the British film industry, Sir Norman memorable films of all time not least Francis and JD Salinger who will 
Wisdom. The acting dynasty of the of which was Some Like It Hot. forever be associated with the death of 

Redgraves was hit again with the Boxing fans were saddened by the John Lennon through his book 
death of Lynn whose first major film demise of Harry Carpenter who Catcher in the Rye. 
role was as Georgy Girl. covered some of the biggest fights in From the world of politics the year 

Hollywood legends Jean Simmons, the sport and who will always be asso- said goodbye to former Labour leader 
Dennis Hopper and Tony Curtis also ciated with Frank Bruno and his Michael Foot and larger than life 
died. catchphrase “Know wharramean Liberal MP Cyril Smith famous. 

Simmons will perhaps be best £ arry.” The arena of music had its share of 

remembered for her role alongside Also gone from the sporting arena losses too with jazz singer Lena 
Kirk Douglas in Spartacus and was the mercurial Alex “Hurricane” Horne, soul singer Teddy Pendergrass 
Hopper’s career spanned almost 50 Higgins whose rapid style of play rev- and musician Sir John Dankworth, 
years. He became regarded as one of olutionised the game. Danny Farragher 



Claire Rayner Simon MacCorkindale 
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www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 
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EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

Off All Sale Prices 

START OF THE SALE ONLY 



nOFMClFTKESSC* Q4LEFRCE5i» 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE c289 



Uwil w ixlAf I >»>jtol 

NCFMlFCEfcW ifLEFTCECaw 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE c249 


(ousins 

winter 


— 


r»p*w.PPC€<jiw 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 

PRICE 

£599 


COUSINS WINTER SALE 
OPEN NEW YEARS DAY 

Talae acNanfetp of tte EXTRA SALE DISCOUNTS . ff all sale 
pitoas thra.iQhotrtthesrbieo - aveiHabkeIbi the efcart of the sale 

only • wth man'/ savings of 50*4 or more. 

Ccctih’ boartihieeof the Inrgeet furniture stores in the UK. 

VYheterer yxir taste, norrternpctciiyoi classical, they have 
inspirator al 100 m oettligs and an unbeatable massive choice. 

Put that aJon^ifcle incredibly low safe* piioes cn all products 
indudhg famous brand itames, aid you haw* the ultimate 
shopping experience fct furniture, beds?, carpets and 
tcceooottes 

PAY NOTHING UNTIL THE SUMMER • NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE 


BIRMINGHAM - ESI1 2EW T*t012l 7*5 3301 
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Burnup Cambidge, Roger Pendrill, Philip Mould and John Hockaday leave Tinfou 


Roger Pendrill, Burnup Cambidge, John Hockaday and Philip 
Mould in Marrakesh 


THE T.WALL JANUARY SALE 
“31 GREAT CARS...31 GREAT PRICES” 


SALE PACE 

0665 RBIAIILTUK)AUE1.9DCi 130PS 30R MEI REDSQjOOQ MILES ACDN ... £4.605 

0909 ABILA BPRBSIOII 1.01ZV5DR QLAZt RED 7,SCO MILES. . JBj895 

0808 C0R6A BREEZE 1.21GV9DR STAR SILVER 11,000 MILES AiCON. .£6,485 

0808 CORSA DEIGi! 121SV50R AIR BLUE 13,500 MILES AOON . £6,796 

0858 C0R8ACLU61.216¥SOB BL4CICSAPPHIRE20,000MILES PLUS RAC L. .. .£8.495 

09S9 C0RSA8XI 1.410V5OR HLACICSAPPHIRE 12.000 MLES JV00W . £7,496 

0059 C0REAS>31.416V JOR ELACIC3APFHI PE 30,000 MLE3 A/OON. . £7.495 

10B9 C0R6ASKI 1.418V30RSTAP SILVER 15,000 MILES MXtfJ . .. £7,496 

1059 CORSASE 1.216V3DR BUCK SAPPHIRE 4^00 MILES ACOH £8,295 

0900 TIGRA EXCLUSIVE*! W BUCK SAPFWFt 9,000 MILES LEATHER TRIM. £9.496 

06D5 ASTRAtflEEZE 1.81 8V50R3ILVENUGHMJIPJ338.0COMILESMJOW £4,786 

0808 ASTRA ISXI 1.810V 3MSILWF LIGHTWING 15.000 MLES JM»N £7.495 

0808 ASTRA DBS ION 1,816V AlfTO 3DR STAB 51LVER 19,700 MILES £8,885 

0808 ASTRA SR11.9CDT119DP6 30R XP ULTRA BLUE 21,000 M LES 1ST ALLOYS £9.996 

0959 ASTRASRHRIfllfBDR XF METFO BLUE 7.00DMILES IS* ALLOWS. £9.295 

0959 ASTRA SRI 1J10lf 3DR XP BLACK SAPfH RE 12,500 MILES 19” ALLOYS £10.295 

0959 ASTRASRI1 J18V3BRKFTECHMlllAUiftEY II.OCOMlLES IS* ALLOYS £10.296 

0808 MGRNA OBSIBKI 1.416V5DR LANCELOT GOLD2D.QOO MILES AOON. £8.995 

0959 r.lERNA CLUB 1.418V 50RLLTRA BLUE 7,000 MILES MOON £7j89B 

1010 KIERAfACUIB 1.416V 50R STEEL BLUE 16LOOO MILES AC ON. . £7.995 

1000 NEW MERIVA DXLUSN1.416V lOOPS SILVER LAKE 3D0 MILES ONLY ... . £11,995 

0959 ZAHRAOESKU 1.616V METROBLUE5900MLES AOOM . £10^95 

1059 ZAHRAOBSISN1A16VWJAOOTTA5DOOMILESACCiLj . ..£10.485 

1059 2AHRAELITE 1JCOTI150PSSILVERLISHTNING15^00MILESLEATHERTRIM £13^96 

1010 ZAFIRA DBS IGN 1j6 16V SILVER U OWNING 5,200 MLES AOON. .. £11*96 

0787 VETRA8RIU16V ESTKIE POMEGRANATE RED30,000MILES WCDN .. £7,296 

0958 VKTRA0BSI8N1.R18V5OR BUCKSAFFWREZtjBOO MILES JUCON £7,796 

0858 VECTRASR11.818VB0R NPSILVER LIGHTNING2^000 MILES 1ST ALLOYS £7.998 

0909 INSIGSflAEXCLUSIVU10V 5 OR 31 LYE RUGHTNIN3 29,000MILES FtLB RSCK £9,995 

0909 KMMSIIIA¥2J0CDTi 130PS 40R METRO BLUE33000MILE £11.496 

0909 INSIWIIAEXCLUSIV24) COTilOOPSEST TECHNICALQ5PEYOB.300 MILES EXTRAS £13*95 


MANY MANY MORE USED CARS IN STOCK AT GREAT PRICES 

' >• HAPPY NEW YEAR! . 


T. Wall Garages y e „ amQ 

High Street. Pensnetl, Kingswinlord, DY68XB 

Telephone: 01384 288333 Motwbilit y 
www.twall.co.uk 



Reunion 
was a 
pretty 
tall order 


MOST school reunions involve a 
drink or two down the local. But 
that wasn’t exciting enough for 
former students from Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Tettenhall College. 

They ditched a conventional get- 
together and took on a once-in-a- 
lifetime challenge to mark 40 years 
since they left school. 

The group flew to Morocco, from 
where they took part in a gruelling 
400-mile cycling trip across the 
Sahara Desert and Atlas Mountains. 

Roger Pendrill, aged 57, Major 
Philip Mould (57), John Hockaday (58) 
and Burnup Cambidge (57) completed 
a section of the mountain range, before 
scaling its highest peak, Toubkal 
mountain, on foot. 

The school pals have remained close 
over the decades, despite John moving 
to New Zealand, from Norton, near 
Shifnal, to work as an accountant. 

Roger said: “We were all in the same 
year at school. I met Burnip in 1963 
but John and Phillip joined two years 
later. Phillip and Burnup were board¬ 
ers so they struck up a friendship over 
that, but John and I were day boys. We 
all played rugby. We were all sporty in 
those days. 

Altitude 

“We have all gone on to do different 
things but nobody is going to do a bit of 
one-upmanship because we all know 
where we come from.” 

It was Phillip who had the idea of a 
reunion involving cycling through 
Morocco and trekking up Toukbal 
Mountain. 

The idea was greeted with enthusi¬ 
asm and soon the team tackled tem¬ 
peratures ranging between 35C (95F) 
in the Sahara and subzero at altitude, 
as well as sleeping under the stars in 
the desert. 

Roger, a chiropodist who lives near 
Bridgnorth, said: “We had to get up at 
5.30 every morning to cover the dis¬ 
tance we needed, and because it is 
pitch black in the desert by 6pm, you 


need to pitch your camp in the light to 
avoid sleeping on a scorpion’s nest,” he 
said. 

Toukbal mountain involved an 11- 
hour trek up 3,600 metres but the 
team also needed to hire mules to 
carry their equipment, and the road to 
the mountain’s base ended 25 miles 
from it. Roger said: “There was a road, 
but it ran out and there were 25 miles 
of rocky track to cover to get to the 
base. 

Struggle 

“We had to cajole a local driver into 
taking us and It took about four hours. 

“When we got there it looked like 
something from Lord of the Rings and 
we were never really sure if we were in 
the right place or whether people 
really understood what we were trying 
to do, because we were often speaking 
in broken French.” 

The team managed to struggle up 
and over the mountain, with the help 
of two guides and two mules, in about 
11 hours. 

This part of the trip was always 
expected to be the hardest, since three 
of the four have health problems. 
Roger explained before the trip that 
Philip had damaged his hips from too 
many parachute jumps, John is a dia¬ 
betic and Burnup has a heart problem. 

“It was definitely the toughest bit, 
especially with a 500ft drop on on side 
and mountains on the other,” he said. 

“But we all managed it and went 
over the top together. That was prob¬ 
ably the best bit because we knew the 
hardest part was over.” 

They spent the night in a lodge 
before walking another three hours to 
the base of the mountain to start the 
ride into Marrakesh. 

This took five days, and they spent 
a further three days in Marrakesh to 
visit the souks, picking up gifts of 
watches, bags and kaftans for their 
wives. 



Burnup Cambidge (third left), John Hockaday (third right) Philip Mould 
(fourth righto, as members of Tettenhall College’s 1966 school rugby U13s 



Roger Pendrill (third left), Burnup Cambidge (second right) in the school’s 
U15s rugby team 
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Avanti Kitchens 
and Bedrooms 

Everything fits in beautifully 

As Avanti and Beoocma like 10 putt excellence is oir onry gisnoap ro 

toa uro' an adage that toepa this Wee* Midlard feeaad company firmly focuaad 
c w cortonrianoo Brt any of ir oir 1C showfocvre ki tho WobI Mda^cte enc you’ll 
lil t art s.Uercuv* range ©1 qudr.v Kitctierift dim 'jedruunta to suit oil horno* 

Theii secret? Well aa local mar ufacorers who employ 130 people, 
they are 'espcroWe tor ire daeign and quaffy of averytNng they nske 
Combine that with the con^anya whab-Hearted corrmitmerrt 1o cuslomer 
service and ii's easy to see *hy friey have thrived s*>£e lirst opening in i9tti. 

Providing an evetnplary aetvlo* la ire key to mer success and every year 
kindrodfc of dalghtod cuslcmars recommend Avanti to others... 

Ds^avor iho aardits at choosing Avanti by visiting any at thoir rw/ rclLrtxshcd 
kitchen and becroam sticnwoorm, arri see He s >1ish room displays that enly 
trng iheir des g ns to life. 


Avanti's ethical approach 

•Vvarfc s ethical approach extends lo tokirg its reaper sb lilies loiwsnds the 
envranfnerv sertojaty Thejr Inrvestnnent In n lactcrv waste management 
sysxm has nosuriod in wood wr.slo bwng convortod ntp hoal *or Ihp factory, 
a$ CNttrlTgihelr l • i ilfill sifonto alTOSI 2GT0. 

Buy a beautiful Avanti 
kitchen, bedroom or 
stjdy and you’ll receive 

• Fr*& pd<*:e and cfcsigi servee 

• Huge ch33B of door & inisbes 

• Function^ sUjies and home cites 

• hdmduaily designed & tut furritum 

• Well prcBcrled ehewrooma 

• Wife chow d appl aroes 

• Full technoal suvey 

• h$tslotOh wnice 

• Naircd Customer Serves Manage 

• Ccirpretershe guarantee 



freephone 0800 44 66 55 or www.avantikb.co.uk for detail of the Avanti Half Price Winter Sale 4 


MiRUVHlkl Btd'wni UMi Lo-%1 9lt%C Ml CN? |U*. ;T«4 UMI 

toaeftrrofi Mtr<*r#» ii* mi 

KiPDSRtatwOKR - <49 W vrwt kndfinVW UVIt tHt 1 l9t WKeBEVMt 

RUQBY iQWnte Aer+oom« T MElt l»0tfDVB TUB rw 

SHintev * i:hc *tv l flHi-oc:n auciij hou» mi "J*»t u ».-»*- suhv u-u . *a i t* t-w its. 

3AHJU. inj uutuiuiia auu.imuiat biotas 

sinatu NieMa s ojjic.o* dt* n-wi tftvbflrsmzD'f.riflt din 

'juoLvrsmwrTiVi • i5uJi*rji31^ Iajc. *vi®“r • £>--ao: asmca 

•JMJUIAll- V.occ. KJlti-T* ft Okmo^ ]»■ «r CVur liJC-l UHiTlIhK T*4 C1!H3 T6r?3fli 


STOdRERIDQE HEAD OFFCE Hb^eLare. Lyo DY!>3aD :1b 01384 S9.1929} 
Ai Hood OtnsQ a ifor 20 0Q3 s q tixscy. atovq nitti ano the kitchen slYxvraorra. 




Avanti Kitchens 
and Bedrooms 

Everything fits in beautifully 


*-r» * 1 % v (I) .f«u r • •• .•vr^i' 
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thechronicle 



Walsall Road (A34), 
Cannock WS11 OJJ. 

Tel: 01543 500961 

m wou. brim jain»ofu»n iol i i ngo.oo m 


Opening Ti m es» 
N&*.« v&xc Eve IGcw 4 30pi^ 
New Voof 5 Day 1 □am-5pm 
Sun 2nd 11>3nrv4.pnr\ Mon &d IQcrvSpm 
Tijes 4th & *lted filh 9.30anv6 33prrk 


TECHNOLOGY 


Way to join the eBook 
revolution on a budget 



T 

JL 


Wake up and 
smell the coffee 


BE your own 
coffee barista 
and give boring 
instant granules 
the elbow. 

It only takes a 
few minutes to 
make a delicious 
coffee to suit your 
tastes using 

ground coffee or 
pods with the 
Judge Espresso 
Maker. 

It comes with 
two handles, one 
for ground coffee 
and the other for 
the widely avail¬ 
able 44mm pods. 

The water container 
detaches, making it easy to fill 
and clean. 

Go for a dark continental- 
style espresso or complete a 
cappuccino or latte with frothy 
milk created with the built-in 
variable frother. 

There are two Italian style 



espresso cups included too. 

The recommended retail 
price is £169 but you can find 
this machine widely available 
for under £100 at independent 
cook shops and department 
stores, and online. 

For a list of stockists call 
Judge Cookware on 0117 940 
0000. 


DookDox irom view truest is a great 
budget eBook reader for those who don’t 
want to fork out for one of the more 
expensive electronic readers or tablets. 

It also doubles as a media centre, able to play videos, 
display photos and play music. 

It’s main task, displaying eBooks, is handled well. 
The five inch high-resolution backlit display with its 
anti-glare TFT screen can be read in bright sunshine 
or darkness with adjustable brightness, background 
and text colours. 

There are the bookmarking, auto flip, zoom and 
screen rotation features that you would expect. The 
discrete button control system is easy to use with on¬ 
screen guides. 

All mainstream eBook formats are applicable, 
including Adobe DRM eBooks now widely available to 
download, and such everyday formats as PDF, ePub, 
TXT and HMTL. Graphic novels, comics and PDF 
brochures look particularly impres¬ 
sive. The video, photo and music func¬ 
tions are easy to use with a nice crisp 
video image. All the major video 
formats are catered for including avi, 
wmv, mp4, mov, xvid and divx. 

You have to pop on a pair of phones 
for sound and a background music 
function allows you to listen to tunes 
whilst reading. 

The BookBox has a rubberized case 
which gives it nice hand feel and 
comes with a reasonably generous 
2GB of internal memory (enough for 
thousands of eBooks). 

There is also a slot for a 
SD/SDHC/MMC memory card for 
those who want to take lots of videos or 
a few libraries’ worth of entertainment 
around with them. Battery life is 
around six hours for reading and 20 
hours for listening to music. 

Content can be added by connecting 
the BookBox via the supplied USB 
cable to a PC for drag and drop, which 
can also be used to charge the device. 

An AC adapter and leather-look 
black carry case are included. 

As for the cons, you must press a 
button to rotate the images between 
portrait and landscape rather than 
the view shifting automatically, the 
screen is not touch sensitive and there 
are no speakers. But these are func¬ 
tions you would associate with far 
more expensive gadgets than the 
China-made BookBox, which is avail¬ 
able for under £100. 


now on 
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SHOWCASE 


Womboume 
Funeral Services 

Serving You IrtflUi Dignity 


* Fitr A tj.ru ill if Tut 
»rbMn*US«nlw 


* Fifp*J'l F^n iJ FIm* 


fllMEflHirflH 
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NEVER UNDER ESTIMATE 

THE POWER OF SMALL. 

CttMAM rxjN M I*m. (Ml IMy pM * e»e p 

For M Mr MCMmv r >M . |m p <w w M yO«r Iwi 
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01902 317878 
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now ]SUMMERHILL 


ON 


Trust the experts.. 


Bathrooms 


www.summerhillbathroo ms.co.uk 


<ZEEE2E> 


Jdeal 



WALK IN SYNERGY 
ENCLOSURE 

SrmnS^fotv Gass. 
E*sy C ten Qass. 


ANNIE Top qiualkv 
suite foa Cistern. Pedestal. 

sco Basin 
WthSoft 
Close seat 


h 


From! 




includes flitt'iiuin? serni recess b€»$in. 
includes Free chiriiiie radiator concealed 
cistern, back io wall pan and dHustsort 
dose sex. 


NEW 

RANGE 



i 



£11 


Six Jet Whirlpool 
I5jrti Oimilere 
i ricced ro 




Not to be missed - clearance of warehouse stock (whilst stock lasts) 


LSHAPED 
BATH 



mira 

VMt 

MIRACODA 

TV-ERM3 STATIC VALVE 
ft^.heseandhead 


£129 


■* m 


3 


! 

TRITON T80Z 

?.5kua5kw. £00 

9Sk*andla5kw ** 


Reritred to 

ond both 
panel 


1389 








wfmmi'i 


m 



L PET iME GUARANTEE 






• Designer s« mi recess baan 
Designer back to wall pan 

50 % OFF 1 * Delux soft close seat 

jjnaMT encloses I with ever 7 Purchase over £750 
M of Montrose Furniture 




VANITY 

UNITS 

Sot: dose doors 

Conplobb ulth 
vttrecosbaelfL 

-199 
“111 9 
“£129 
"£199 
"£219 



WOLVERHAMPTON OPEN 6 DAYS 

90-92 TRYSULL ROAD 9-6 Monday-Saturday 
MERRY HILL ample free parking 

01902 345245 


DUDLEY OPEN 7 DAYS 

2-7 BRADLEY STREET 9-s Monday-Saturday 

PFNSNFTT Latte til 6Thursday 

01384 263626 11 4 Sunday 
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Your choice, your future 


New Course 
for Designers 

BiKkJlitgdadgnersoan find out about 
d>a axel dug world of costume dad pi 
a« port of a ihw course l>elng 
bunt had dila |a nua ry at Cle, of 
Wolverhampton Collage. 

TTw TImiyd * Casm i* ^Ui^v c oui^o, 
>*hich rtni-TF nrr Pr^pt &or»d Quvpji on 
juxnry 12,13 bdr^WMghcby oJcnced 

cesrtunw d<o jjn»r N&r»ani Qtivteai i 
NrAfln/s ! n <3i w CV met-td® 

woikJrg^* u ddvdioU. ratlsai >x tor Wei 

Wil RaclcYai t ci«thiT;ccaiin«> for 

Gvw SeliK <ortte Bnt 

eouaji u «.oatu ws for tfio bAfTAs nrd 

p-aduci^ £ »ti i«s tor dw Td>aiT> 

Gncifx 

Mb* Dixon sid Wid INra-iiv's iMrtfci 
o4 ^ nr» wery fai-tunrrt» rt dui 

coll^ td be abb zx> offer ouch n rrntajnc 
oppoiitrac; torbodi our o**isautenc iv 
%vmll jo li j^nermJ pibk '' 

Tl rw couivei m a or Wadhosdny 
yitUBi oora from &30pni u> b >2pr» 

For mona Information contact 
Collage Direct on 01902 816000. 



January SALE! 

25% off Membership 

Receive 25% off eay 2, ♦ or 12 
month fym membership when 
you pay in full. 

Save up to £63 

Vu-td >i IS rwdr.ti |efitpA>icinenbedip nit.2$2.00 

Save f££s> lose pounds! 

One Off Pay mmnt Options 
Public Momboi ship! 

Individual 

3 Mo ml* ww £40,50 *mb £5400 
6 hb nti* rwv 167.50 asu d90CC 
12 MorrtJtffm £108.00 wds £14400 

Joiivt 

3 Monti* rx*v £72.00 as* £9600 
6 Monxlttrtfrvil 21.50 smw £16200 
I 2 Mend* ra* £189.00 >.*s £25100 


Fret PrKa Draw 

i'«u. m e*. «M fur 

ISO Trww. Ml w..y y »Mdhb—.* 


For more information call O 190 




or emo II <omnruirft/q?orb<$wvoJ«ceJL»c.ufc 


MOfc» i.j4.a».:^ww4irr 


SPA 

T> • ArtCOTy 
mi .«*••» 4 


BISA^ 

AAtXJAlKX 


Relax and unwind. 

Tbm Spo Academy for vs«Ub*«V^ ft <1 0>on«pufP 

tfM iW'jji whan* ytv ««* paW ye-ur 
*• Pm m o^rwJ «mi ^nwii n.V tk rCrwnret of 

tk otrhfbe v/orW. 

|«MMry aoil 

Spa Seta so dot 1 Therapeutic Hoc S4»«« M^ua^ ' <• yi.12.0Q 

RO’/ml Afiam«hii Ml« *.D+f >*aU<*«l*i» - r|y 1 11 OT. 

AvemiAls** a **ap.criy£12.QG 



y Ml ■ 

iUniM«(W«p)r Full B*4y Marne** vily Q4 00 

*0 ddaii Cxvkj FofiPJ.crly LHSOOrrd rocovo accfroi nef ci/ 
HJligua Mnaiv 

VdiNdha 4 ! Day Ftdcsfi far Mini or Mar 
Fill My Maiii-i uiioiv.ijj «* Odd ieteefcar Fedal, 
ua d dddwpllm-wi.hv Y MilN Head Mmup t fid at* wf 

#iv vatMIKLuriv^iOO 

n«di 2011 

Mini Ufhn 2 F«4ii 0 iyt39 Xrrd 1 nrr™pir*?rtiv;- 

Hnn.ie 

Ai em«.#»%• iapy Pad*. Nw-ci- A tfceuHer Mtns^^ 

erlyllSLOO 

Refer a friend and get a 
£5.00 voucher* 

^Ibiddr Ul L* ^Ni C4.Q* tvitiid Kvcan iud ba ImimiiC 

S3SE 



<■ 


www. w«i v c«i l.i <. u If ftp a 



•Afc »• ~ ,1 
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Shed those Christmas pounds 
with the new fitness craze - Znmbat 


Tie Lnbrrm^atied efaicu rembo c bo> ia caningtc lieCaim ut^ 

SportoCoTtJVjtt Vfelii^bon Rond biiunr^atrirtii^ oi feiunry 
I Itfi run horn 6l JOpn -i to 7.Xp„ urd from 7.30pm to 

B3> rsjidccatjust £3JSC For nm« nbrnmta-i ni^ Dl901 311130. 


Part-time Courses 

Access <£ Evocation Stents 

Addiction SnudLea. _ 

ht| b muM Lrwll - P| 

CduMlIan Snudfee 

?9WV^Ei7i3 C SI 



One day media courses 


City of“\^K*d>rryra>n Cole^he* fewncF^d n &e*er erf rbort, 
qukk-f iq ruda coui*<* nintad M pnofcftlovJt locking to pan drw 

boo and a ider.l fai tJo>e rctir^ ci. tPui r cmpriv; webatta 

Thasaonadny woiktiiope i nckdo P>oTD3>op ferBcgmnQrs, Djrml 
PTioco^ittp^iy.PTioLiKhoprrd Vkkio ProddCTJon.CoLifSvA, witch nra 
bu^it b y profnsnnnb uai^ tiduatiy >tiviud uf ipmn^itn 
diUH^iorrtthe ^pmxijteirA 

For iroiQ i 1o n iuHo or to book /dur pk^v. toitskt MgdbjLensi 
or 01902 317646 or email inedac<K«^^oRTolLac.ti( 


City o#WolMei1%»n*|>ea« College H llellug off die New Year 
with an «^ldn| opportonl tf for f>eople to nui# thtlr own 
I>r1<lal flovvere. 

The five week Be^rivefH Fkrewi* Course *wll With 

mHein* lx>wto nrfce a biittcrhole wvd conr^, *fVr-/?iTt far d>* 

bids and bitltm <^>3, snsngevuib br lie taptrLbrniid bLb 

center iuvd other floml rovetoec 
Flonrtr/ tutor Ffiuv Beiv^tt ccjd‘ Thir cojtc it rutnbJe for 

Usurers ASiib^rii srtrockcfacai iita w«-H »,* .%tjrL 
'Tdo Sipliu ce i> I'm;• >3T.rj mild duitn£ die CDUIU 3t&d«Yt» 0J I 

fcxun t*&K wiilrg wdmiquas a/id dM'jsa of azcwseoiks in wadcJrg 

dojja sbng .mI fka'A»r rrd fa-inc cai fmhblrty far tTe uoo»" 

Tie coulee will be F^H or. h Teod^- eaenfap htxri 7pyto 9pm ar 
dia Cadru* tiordculoiiQ Ceiu<^scrTJigoiU»jnf; 11. 

Til bet be nre £60 yrrtfi ft»^sra mi d rnmtannb exttm. Far rrore 
rfa mran or mg 01902 31 M64 


@ th« fn th* City centra 

bio . Level 3 IT C-oiriM i|far tatd bujgirrwre) 

Open Morning ms T Vi s e d u y 11 pmety SO 11 Irim turn Id Ipm 

Hr* <c*in<erve* U*S: .Vo 41 ri*t r*L t dii.n <-fii rr r rdt * • td:. 

Level I [Ls^irmr) maid Le-neJ t 1 1r-|ermmlr.t» tTQ Cose*me3 
Open D*y on VsuTdiy 11 ptunry 101 I from tint no Opm 

Tin wnx Kwrn ifidydffaritlTutM^tyiilloiTcncIrjoKlNci w 
ircdiM u> iiiU* «p lie ^.rtlkmJa. 

Pi *e»« five thtM r.-x coinform ee£en t cfwoftt C rue* :-<<Kti * 

vW? tA'twyWydf 0.411 e n ryitwrt of V Vnre^rr re^A. 

LavU 3 (totttj-cadiiTQ 

Open Iwnlni Nondiy T Retarusry 1011 

townmwrn « n dy ci xtiwir h oinsd«»p dsortthd^ wodutasrd 

Lewi 1 oli*t It k as.ira|»fwa$«« a <aiu re* cou]tw irk auv is X®L' 
vdA ibuibn.if iir^wu /Kjw & e*l 6ee4ra -l* vJI p\ efrCC 

*3* MO«C DETAILS O* 

TO BOOT A PLACE CALL 


Bui/t EnwVamnwrt 


Klectvlod lneksllivtlan 

<ee ta»ti», i^ames a* !■ rro> 

UIUM b r«4.. Meeiteaine 


i>ar Ap*p4l ^i>:* T*c tli.f 

- -3 dl . . -u. ^lueTeAi 


Business, IT <5 Compirifng 

IT Ltaera (ITQ) 

mUJlfadbe— 

MW teeupMaw 

FUAudletekokf,le.d 1 iHHU 

A^ronnilrif Finance 

B»«lle«pbj*a. .4lipnd lleTT Aumi 

Huimysment 

Avt LD-* k b u p nut VnhI 
IbXlkt IlnipiiHl <M<iaP 

WetenwAc A—demy Pray m ss 

Cie R M 4f PnueD. • (OU2 

CNi VltaTNaDblty -<aUA _ 

Pa>‘ iamm aJ 



iBwoh ; tstoep Amu id 


Geotm A;ts 

CrWhu Tsehrt ^ueo 

Ttabi iebwe iifa led I a< I 
IHeU B.WUA., 

C< Wl '.w V/eto DeoJtn 

gg 4. O ~ 

PI. d ha Ini.-efii'if & PTi akodh ap 

ESK 5 *4d«ei~i V * IESB- 

Ieu«<fce4»« W Dbee^^pb,_ 

NoewUp Ai lefhoai* Mip <w d ki o ) _ 

■ 3^55 vaasi 

iS K - iSSS m uE SEE 

^ BSSy 

oa» —BiiiAieiiiaDauaiiaaAcii 

Phiiiitl H e *Mb — PUie HUMBSMlfie leA 

-m. I H'sAJiip 0 l*C2 J PU-D or 

Mw4vr«0h.«liejKMiA 


Full-time Courses 

Sport 

KmESd »; * Ue i fPECrti 

ef4 uimii 

U-U a k U^bb^bWb, « k>ee»e»e u w- 

eitettlh < e*J \vdbi 

1 lel«4«| I..W. 4 ibe 


Bui/t E/m’ro runie/Tt 
n 110= S555E IpE SE 


Early Voars Education 

Uel I Celif At (lid — 


Hair <£ Beauty 

HOIsdc THernpy A Mwisfi 

y.% He.yn> IT . C51 "SSSSm 


Health Studies 
nnI Aid 


■smites, Av«AI «• VA»1« 

Ml re^u 

VUel 

Av« 41 «• V4U1 Mk.le 


Ca&EEsllnif 


koiAsAi • <■»■ A|.lwl I *| 


Htriehoi (e4n ImI I Cfpm^k 

-=1- 


44 ee4 M4b| A Foeuil R^.e*> 
i»AM4n Vw4ik, Rmo 
In Mare ten Ti er ll iOey Onfaer* 


te.«>L :Mtb,v«uk. f 

a iptadi ■< Mtn eSA Fb^» _ 

IbtdwAi e Bnd IM Wnu leipi 

W a taaDi*F»An4»»n»»Wp 


• te. il.U. 


>•••• 


Bene 


Mato / 1 KeMck 

Veld Me Repair A 11*1 n femte* 

e^k g 

»1*4e kLbnewe. 


40L 


Cal 

Collado Direct on 

01902 856000 

or visit 

^ww.woKcolLac. a It 


ca i ipszncnME;- 

tAotor V*hid* 

hr. Uwi I MbuslinMvMMft 

Pc thways 
Apprenti ces IWps 



NOW 0(4.Y 


TMIIH1 


sc iTi 


Leg on 
to your future 


(computer training throughout the year 

Call: 01902 427380 


*<#» >mw 

• l» ur«t 
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Dream WINTER 
world SALE 


HUGE SELECTION 

MANY ITEMS LESS THAN HALF PRICE! 

SALE NOW ON! 






# No deposit • rothing to pay until 2012 A Up to 3 ycna s interest free ciedit 



3+2 Seater "*+*.«* 
teadier JTqc 
9ofaprxv 


Dining Tzabli 
and 

0 I oat lie r 

CtKBI'S 


W 1 

m 



■ !V 


Large Display of 
carpets al for 
immeiiatr^ * L 
delivery 


Pvj» f\>r OdrpO£G& Gflty 



Rise and Reciner 
Chairs 

From 

£295 


One Luxury Divan Bed 

Was fctfO SAVE £400 


One Kino Stee £toc.irc Aed 

C lowf 

I 

SAME WO€ 







Dreamworld Furnitur* has over 

^ 1*03,1X1 30 years of trading behind them. 

Mo hotly does it better! it’s a name 

WOrld y~r can trust! 

1 u BEST prices - BEST choice • BEST service 

Free £1,000 part exchange 
quotations on your old suite 


£1,000 part exchange 
on your old suite 


8 Stallings Lane, 
Kingswinford 
Telephone 01384 205000 

■P^B Ojjtn b 1 i>'ui»/-Siilirifciy 10 am - 5 |«m V 1 
Bijufl Sunday 10.30 am-4.30 pm 
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BH GRIPPER & DOOR BARS 

■B + FITTING ON ALL CARPETS 

■ILJI When Purchased with Underlay 


ilOUP CHECK THESE PRICES 
Stein free Berber 
£3.99 sq m 

Bleach Cleanable Twist 
£4.77 sq m 

RANGE OF . . 1 

underlays Hea 


vy Saxony 
£9.55 sq m 
Ultimate luxury 


FREE UPLIFTS 
AND MOVING 
OF FURNITURE 
OAF'S AND 
DISABLED 
ONLY 




iwbimh 


■iKunna 

ROUEN DS 


WITHOUT NO VAT INCREASE 


Quality Anti-Slip 
Cushion Floor Half Price 

NOW ONLY 

£5.07 sqm 


FREE UPLIFTS AND MOVING 
OF FURNITURE 
OAP’S AND DISABLED ONLY 


OPEN 

HOURS: 

Monday to Sutuf day 
,30pm 

Sunday 
19am-4pm 


We are 
here 


UNIT 2A/30 PARK LANE, WOLVERHAMPTON WV10 9JZ 
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nrellery and 
Items For 
late Offer 


emmym Off 

CB30 forfvll Kni^rran4c _ L_ 

c2oo^«^.*».. WAHTE1 

F pcUl ciqfgg/lgittCK) e‘t *F * 

Onin^^i lirfrihMMrHin tft H tVilrt TriTTflriT 
^ SiTSIS — M rMf^2wTSSaa 


c/reM r*€}Uhr&<i 

^ ^ j. 


30 Vea.rs 


* 


11 i, 7 CanritSIqwino Centre, Cann 

Jewellers Tdeuhoiie; 01 S 43488211 
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Sunday TV 
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Tlio Food3011 Leoyue Sicvj; 'Ah etherJ ovjl IU* 
Sfpi Sons Glloc £. Sie U/o Tie Gofjfl Lfo. pj 
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Myteoroon. 53* ITV P-trilij Movjc 

|21* Tio Hod3C. (RJ 2*5 
ITUs Hod:c, i;fj 7**Fred1w 
Ei:p.iso»:l. 73* E'Torjboiy Ltyjoe R.njrmavL pj 
755R.ndor. (RJ t£ SFrlovk, pj 255Rloivk, pj 
225 Rimoue civl Fecrloce. pj It** Gloo pj 
1155 '.'Yo:klii:| Houco 1** Nlni Tlio Groloci 
El>:v.i on Ecrti (1252J P, drone ovjner IIroc- ci 

tT.130» CFflCt V.IlL (IOJOlOj3C Cl IdiOHl.lO 
roLHond1|3 vt£i £10 diovjb cLt .not DrciTy 
ctciT1 1 if 1 Clvnrtton Hocton, Cornol '.'Hlklo, Betty 
HLton civl JcimecStovvrt 255Doct or Mo Doc* 
1.55 Coimo DI 10 v.tli Mo i'FJ 24* Tlio SliTi3Cone. 
i'FJ 23* Holy..lL, 7t* Clvniol 4 MOVJC, 755 
afliotdtti 244 Rimoue civl Forloce. 245 
ErLIiib Rltect Men 12*5 Sila.i 'lYlivleor A 
Com«y Roact 1114 Foon Silva pj t.C Tlio 
P.ferficivn Siova pj t215Muelo on 4: Ruedcn 
stivicid ayivieFTocoitie. pj i**^RiTtyb 
Crccy Gci3Tbar. (RJ 155 TisT'.liv- 'Alio Svto ci 
Et.1i pj 254 TlToHLcrttcl pj 215ER pj 52# 
Hll Stroet BUiec, pj 

124* Mlhdvtol 22* 
£.55 ^llimd 
Rocouo ScivvI. pj 1215loo Road Tuokore, pj 
1115 CS: Criimo Soono liTJOdlfi.ilon pj 121* 
CS: aimo Soono liTiodl^-tlon pj 11* FPio 
Moval. lISFIni Tlio Ely Hokt ^2K»1J Fck±-I wod 
ortimo ffciTv; ctcirlifi Doivtfl EiUiorLnivI civl 
Jdn HocTd 2*5 FIiti Mnry Hydne aerkb 
Mooridl EoooniocTbLL MSBSj P.Vctory flirllor, 
ctciT 1 11:1 Donvn Mile, 54* FPjo Movjc; Wocther. 
5*4 Morfcoy Ufa. 2*4 Covj(3oy Eilkterc (FJ 744 
FPj'o Movjc .1 7. 7** Hyicivl Eimeryercy FPio 
Movjc UIxLIo 244 Tlierob ci Rlt 10 In KKi Hcucol; 
FFjo Movjc .1 2 244 MCI3 *.44 Lcvj 2 Oder 
CrtiYlivI Uteri pj 1255 Law S. Oder: Si30dc1 
VK£itilUi2 i'FJ li54Fdver. 1254 Si3orCwlna 
1.4* ErLmi Sovjollb Grcivl 1&Lr. ^RJ 1.15 
HoicoBicferc pj 5.* 'Aklfe SOS (FJ 5*5 
Houco Doctor, pj 


Charm*! 4 


Charm*! Fiv* 


H ci Timer; EEC Mevjq 'Aeaflier. 114* Slitc civl 
Soronicierc, 1115 T:< Eiry or Mot to Euy EEC 
Movjc; froUier. 1215 Bci^ctn l-knt 144 EEC 
Movjc; '.'Yoctlior. 1*4 Rodavt Mevjq '.'Yoctlior. 
11 SDoctorc, 215Ccidi ln£io Cololjrty^Uo 244 
EEC Mov.c;Yoctlior; Redavt Movjc 1.45CEEC. 
515 'jfactwct Ui*. 244 EEC Mevjq '.'Yoctlior. 
24* Rodavt Movjc Roframimec; 'AfeHier. 7** 
Co+skrtty MccteriTtivL 73* EctiEivlerq BBC 
Movjc; F^orvt Movjc. 2t* DIY SOS Tio Hy 
Eilkl -Motflivlvim. 24* Cormo FIv: vjffli Mo £.** 
MotGdiy at 12t* EEC Movjc, 1225 Ftodcrvt 
Movjc; '.'YoUior. *j*5 10 Ttiye Toli Mood to 
hnovj ct30LtL0diy'AddHRJ t&sriti h.ie£ 
Lo-o|i|ii:aij Ronvuno oormoelj; ctciTliy Hlk(i 
J cKkiTvin end Moy Rjnt SMIiy 'AoUioritevA 
1*5 Syi Zeno: Ajfaf.ioc- RoadeliovA pj 2*5 
Contryilo pj 2*4 Tim Book Timo - Tlio Hdi 
Stroot pj U** EEC Movjc 

rr=?33^** CEoekfaC 744 CEEC 2*4 
Eod:1 oc 11*4 ^jtmet Rnrk. pj 
123* Dcrtc-: EDO '.'Yorld Clvi'ii:l04v-lt|:c 2*4 


ueye 

ED O'.'York I Clvim|:+:ud1|:c, Tliollrcttvc dLTtor- 
llivnle at £io Lctrodflo Conitry Sl*-. 244 
E'^vcTdcn F.tiii 244 TioSitfliyofAioL.nooiln. 
12*4 Mevjcrtdt '.'Yoctlisr. 1L24 Dcrtc: EDO 
'lYctkl avim|£ndil3c, 12* Bette- EMrci 21* 
EEC Movjc 1.34 Coco. 

rUTWB*44 Cav^rocik 2*4 Lorr.Ins. 225Tlio 
I ■ ■ ■ Mjorormyhdo Silvj. *J4 Tie Monty 
12*4 Looco 'Admen. 1*4 ITV Movjc; '.'Yoctlior. 
155Ro^eivt Mevjq 'Aoa£ier. 244 A Tn.nll of 
Roct pj 244 Dk+livont- Rod Do.1 pj 25£ 
Roffcnd'Aodliof. 1.4* Doc P.lcrOn pj i**Tlis 
Clvneo 2t* Redavt Movjc; '.'Yoctlior. 23* mr 
Movjc; 'A'octlier. 7** Emmord.-1o. 73* T6o TbLiy 
te C.to - Tbo Much Tbo Tony TEndt t.tl 
EiTimofoLlo 234 Cerorvtlon Stroot £.44 Mt£ii 
CL noc Men to Mcilci 14.44 ITV Movjc .1 Ton; 
'.'Yoctlior. 123* Redavt Mev.c; 'A'octlior. 12*5 
Ockl a is In PJ 112* Servl ti tie O<yc 1215 
Tlio Done; iTVrlovjc Hoadkiec 215Tlio Jorormw 
I (vis Silvj. pj 21* TEo Toniy to Ccro - Tbo 
NTudi Tbo Tony: Tbitdt (RJ 2*5 ITV 
Mkjtccreen. 54* ITV McniiyMevjc 


Charm*! 4 


Charm*! Fiv* 


Friday 


24* ETOClhfCVt 215 'AcilefI D0VJI1 
Uivler. 14.44 Hamoc Uivler tlio 
hkimimer; EEC Movjc; '.'Yoctlior. 11*4 SetTtc civl 
Soronyerc 1115 To Eiy or Mot to Eiry EEC 
Mevjq Wodlier. 1215 Earydn Hut 1** EEC 
r-lov.'q '.'Yoctlior. 1** Redo ivl Movjc; 'Aodlief. *15 
Dodjorc, 2.G Cadi kitio Colol3ftty^d£o *4* EEC 
Mevjq '.'Yoctlior Ro^oivt Movjc i * 5CEEC. 515 
'A'od3SL± Uik *4* EEC Movjc; 'Aodher. 2*4 
RoykJivl Movjc Profr^nfimoq 'A'octlior. 744 
CddJTly P.VvtorimlvL 7*4 A CihscHon of S>ort 
BECMevjc; Reykrvil Mov.c. 244 EcvtEivlorc 
P d. £.44 Redo. *44 EEC Mev.c. 1*25 
laid Mevjq 'A'octnor. 12*5 Tio Grdvum 
ton Sicva 1124 Tlio rLUorvl Lottery Rkty 
r-lf|t Drcv.c. tl*4 FIIyi Tio'jVeatiof Men G005J 
Coimofly drciiivn, otcinliij Mlodac Caye; 
'A'octlier'jlev.i. 114 Syi Donee Jdmoc P.Vrrfc- P.icil 
I_d3. (RJ 21* Horlaai Ic Sooliy Eelfailiy? pj 
214 Qy 1040. 214 EEC Mev.c. 


BJi 

F»dai. 

Morton 


Dcrto.: ED O'A'or k ICI vi ii A or vl 1 1 :c *44Eccci30to 
£io Contry 2! 5 Floy l£ l.*4 FotTtfacc, 515 
Aitkiiec Rocvl ltt\ 24* Eydiocvlc 2*4 C-roct 
SttkTi Fclwcry Jotnoy:, 7*4 Uto Dcirtc-: EDO 
'AbrtflClviTi3raid , *3GT1iotv>oroiTV1iky fiLTter- 
Itictc end tfio vjonienb llivt. 244 MnctonmtvL 
234 Ufa In ci Cottciyo Gcrdon vjt£i Ccrd hloti 
£4* Tie Silitiy of tis Lcioortci *.*4 Mevjatdt; 
'A'octlior. tltSDcrtc-: ECO 'A'ort ■: ICI vi tj :1 or vl iT| :c 
fl55DiCTtc- Etfrei 155 EEC Movjc. 214 Ooc*. 

f77!Tl;.t• DcTrl:rodo 234 Lorrdno.£ JSTlio 
UM*djorormyhdo Silvj. 12*4 Tile Monty 
12*4 Looco 'Aomen 1*4 ITV Mevjq 'Aodher. 
155 Rodaid Movjc; Woollier. 24* A TlulIi of 
Froct pj *4* adilivoifc Rod Dod. i'FJ 23£ 
Redavt wedlior. Ut* DooMcrAn pj 5t* Tlio 
Clw-o. 2*4 Reyfcrvnl Mevjq 'Afrctlief. 2*4 rTV 
Mevjq 'Aeaflier. 7*t EiiimoreLlo. 7*4 Coravtlai 
Street *.** atklrenb Hoq3L1. *.34 Coravtlai 
Stroet £44 Ffam £ Tiler: Fod Uc. 12*4 rTV 
Mevjq 'Aedher. 114* Redavt Mevjc; 'A'octlier. 
114 5T*;o Mo Qt. pj tit Tio Done; ITV Mov.c 
Hecvllnec, 224 Riti Al Tlvt Hoajen AJIcvjc 
( 1&5SJ Ronvn£oe*cimc\ dcrrtiv 
Rook l-l.i■:ton 23* ITV r 
Mcntiy Movjc 


Chann*! 4 


2rr1iv| Jcno 'ArJivin civl 
ri^icoroon 5*4 mr 


1 214 Tie HodJC, i'FJ 2*5 
Tio Hod3C, (R 74* Frocllw 
S:p.too»:l. 73* E'ioryjoelji Lc/joc RcymorvL pj 
755 Rcidor. pj *cS5Rloivfc. pj 255Rloivt 
^RJ 225 Rimoue civl Foot loco fej 11** Gloo. 
^ H55 'rVookliy Houce. 1255Rkm: Tlio Seeron 
Tbar ltdi CamofPw ctiTlny P.VtIPjJI 

Moitoo. 255 Cormo ano vjtfliMo Eslrci Ford or il 
22 5 Como Okie vjBi Mo Erfrci Pcrtoit pj 
255 Dod or Mo Dod. 1.55 Como Dkio vjtth P.fa 
Esirci ForBonc pj 534 Como Dkio vjBi Mo E*ci 
Fort or v, i'FJ 244 Tlio Smi:corv, i'FJ 2*4 
Holjcakc, Tttaicinet 4Movjc,7554£icr.y2-ti 
24# Rimotc civl Focrlecc, £j*5Derren Etovai 
E ity™. 11* HIti Tio XHIoc; I Went fa Belejo. 
ijiilfej Rontoro. SlHI tillor coe|ue< ctrrtivi 
DaJff CudioHjiTy ciloI Gillen /^vloicon 11* 
Odiectrci UtttofL pj *4* Tlio Uitdd EdBo of 
Tcfdycv. <RJ 14* SoHiorc €, Sttorc pj U15ER 
(RJ 525 Tlio To ado Foor:+s. pj 515 Tb GnWM 
GdJka.^RJ 

|24* Mlkdvkot 22* 
255 Anlirvl 
Rocouo SfLLnd. pj 1215loo Road Tickorc pj 
1115 CS: Criimo :=c-sio liTjectyctlai pj 121* 
CS: Crkme Soono liTjOitytlori pj 11* Fhre 
Movjc. 215 Flkm: Ddm to Beloiy M327J 
Fcy=Hokjakd tTlIof, vjffii Hlciy Sv\i* aivl 
Scrdi aiclio. 21* Rkm: Tlec Tict BtieL (2MEJ 
FTontoro. TI Tiler, ctirlm Mbdo do Eoor. 5*4 
FPjO Mevjc; 'Aodlief. 524 ^Hey Ufa 244 
Covjl3oy Eulelerc, i'FJ 7*4 R-roMevjc ,17 73* Doo 
Caj-c; pj FPjO Movjc U|>:L1o. 24* Mctirs Sioofc 
Tlio Sod R1|J130f; (RJ FPjO Mevjc ct 2 24* Finn 
SWAT I'ittEJ Aotlon UtIIot, ctirliy Scrniol L 
JciLkcon cuff Cdli Rirol. 1t25 Tio 'Abfkl of 
SH3kl CTlnlict, 1155 Cf3|3C 111 Okie pj 1215 
SiisorCadiio. 14* ErLmi Sewdl'o CtcivITlii. pj 
1.15 hk3LC4Eictorc, pj 51* 'Alklfo SOS pj 
525 Houco Dootor. pj 


' TIO HodJC i'FJ 225 
■Tio Hodic. i|FJ 7t* FrodU 
SeiiooaofL 7*4 E'JoidsofM Lojoc R-wmcrvL pj 
755Reid or. i|FJ 22* Frier vk, iJFJ 25* Rlervlc i[F;|i 
225 Rimotc cil■:I Focrlecc, pj 114* Gloo. p'i 
*155 'Aofklky Houco. 1*4 3 Muto 'ActT ier 
RIodo. pj 1*5 Rkm: Lacde (SOCKJ Rnnt^ 
cvpjertife ctTr1ii:i Rsfar OTbde 2.55Cormo ano 
vjtth Mo Erfra Rjrtorv, pj 225 Como Ono vjtth 
Mo Eslra Port at. pj*.H5Dod or TbDod. 1.55 
Como ano vjtth P.>s Eslrci Fortonc pj 52* Como 
ano v.tUi Mo Erfra Fort a v, i'N! 24* Tlio 
SlmiKoiiL M,iyoyetcaldljlrflalooettiocdioot 
PJ 234 Hdtaodtc 7*4 Clvniol 4 Movjc 725 
taicry-rtfr 724 Lafe Vlrtidy i|FJ 24* Fcimcic 
civl Feariocc, Hut* FikIo FiKloTlte 2011 12*5 
Fokin 'Allcimc; 'A'oci:oiv- d Sotf DoctruoUori pj 
155P.ly:Mcimo Ic Ecrt pj 2.14 Rkm: Tlio Cw£o of 
Ccyk3iQ M273J ^Jlmctoel cvpjertne^ vjtli tio 
■jdoo of Tcv-Lhj TcnwLi 125 Erofliotc S. Scfarc 
pj 51* m. pj 


Chann*! Fiv* 


vjtth riyet P.tirjon (RJ lilt CS: Crimo Soono 
liTiecflyHon pj 12*5 CS: Crimo Soono 
liTjoctlfL.-tfc.il ,'Ft, 1*5 FPjo Movjc 1* Finn Ukv 
CLCC'IJ El> l>|: fc>, darrim Radiol Tbrk. 21* Rni 
Efajctor Gm. (201CJ Frotmlero. Roimcitfa ftany 
vjflli Laoey Clvt30rt. 5*4 R'jO Mevjq 'Aodlief. 
5*4 P.fcrliov: Ufe 2*4 Covjl3oy Ell If lore, pj 7*4 
R'jo Movjc ct 7 7*4 Mdiaetilb Doo- BdJoc; pj 
R'jo Mevjc iJxLlo. 24* Ttitoe Tlio Tlio Story 
R'jo Mevjc ct a £.** ThoMerfalkt Atoorvijor k 
fonvl fleoel li a fored near a cmdl tcvAi, civl 
aiqjlolonTdk ai a bod vjtdi vjI ion oooilt Home 
cio flcof/jorofl hsct tie l3fxb pj *4* CS: 
Crime Soono liTjectytlai pf 1255 Mas pj 
iisscoik in cridc, pj i2i5Sii3orcwiio 255 
Mejtejrcjjort Mnvld fit Effclo Std3crt TlkjKc 
civl Tdbrc PJ 51* 'Alklfo SOS pj 525Ha.ce 
Dootor. pj 


SOFA KING 

ff PfLOC BUfTES BEDS HOUSE!MM* 
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V«catr^ jcU iby 9 OObrrfi.QOjnn ♦ Sundiri lQOOur IQUai 



Hits 37 4(1 Pal; laTTraii^j fstfLellfl Cainl; Doarl 

psex i/M 7 i mmoii vurmaji 

Tefr 01902 723723 


Local Mole .co.uk 

Own * kf the t bed xsinems 


a 

Fully booked with 
restaurants 


lotdlMofc.cauk 

The smart ooiv 
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finding trusted 
tusincsses in 
ilr ivcst iVidland? 
txought Lo yen by 
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1 Don't yet caught out in the rain or snow 


Double Crossword 


Ch^M* «il qpid* j ci.j.k t * tu4i 

II lie an-— 9 44 


CiynOcChiM: 

litm 

L Srrfcofl*,' out 
k.v 1 

«. * <v«*i rwo (p 

*t~> r. f*T -«e>4^r <>1 

•k.te t< rv h 
4'ec*cy.«c*r 

• tftvcx-otfrte-.^ 

caonrtSior; 

VO 

l L.*i-f<c :v*v^vi 

I atatu ^ 

13. I tree 9 »e*r 

• M 
19. Htr» Vic (»rf) 
ULBltflA B9IMM 

• a. uiir»v |—o 

d l«r citlrtlj 
. voct 4 1 1 i 

Ml iirwis*: 
a k mx.* (*erev< j vt 

WN4 

-y,*v— roa 

lillMl ar»t< 

.grwoor.tnMJoan 

& cv M»:«r :>»« -y 

22. Serov nst 
t«x>e aaru a— r. 


(JurkCliiMi 

htn) 


L . 1 K ». 114 > 

& l.wotl I .-I 
e .1 uuvi "I 
tl.CWkt^ 
IL'KftAU^ 

"•' • • • ’ 

ULCm/rrot-^rerl 

18. bdbfTobs^ VO 

mUMt i bU *■.■: c- 

ZAHrootep 


Own 

& <»• X -• r» * 

eat*latrcti<4 

A raco irtttytm Of— 

Ol.t tAUDpOrklfaC 

N 
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;. 
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'ff'C?ionruyt4C > 
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14. IM tiotir* 
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w 

to. K4rf«:«, i«L(* bn 
Alnr^: pni c41*r 
-*r#t-raM*) 

*9. •tp/tntjr tMly 
!• rhud'o brrt 
hi ,rK nenr^Cj 
fl. *9#r*r nwbitf 
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Own 

& Xrwt bl 
1 Writ bv “4 
i ixm«s4i 
C. ►K lOOif V .i 

a *4f**rt.i9 
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11 . >4j*H»"*wy 

»4. Mooooxi yj 
ta ^un» 

'• •. %" 
n. it»;-4 
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tree It utfc; T? Mitt t ? *» 4 ** t. kMt; 21 Pi*#. 20ri •-*vi i* 

teewoo; x. ne exxet tJ ktt.tio.• 
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MASSIVE PART-EX CLEARANCE 
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The Number One Family' Team 

MAKING CARS AFFORDABLE 

Mslt Our New Virtual Showroom www.cannockroadgarages.co.uk 
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EARLY AT TWALL FORD” 
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NEWLY REFURBISHED SHOWROOM 


COMPLETELY FITTED LUXURIOUS BEDROOM SET 



GLASS DINING TABLE COMPLETE WITH 4 CHAIRS 



0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

43-49 Lichfield Street Bilstoii, West Midlands, WV14 QAJ 
Tel: 01902 490992 Email info@claBsicfumiture.biz 

www.ckissicfumltuipe.biz 


OPENING TIMES 

Mom -Frit.30- 7 pit, Sal 10 sra -1 pm; Smn 11 m* • S pm 



PHEONIX COMPLETE BEDROOM SET 
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Home bankers as 
Punjabi Wolves hit 
target on India trip 


A WOLVERHAMPTON Wan¬ 
derers supporters group trav¬ 
elled to India as part of a charity 
project to build houses. 

Punjabi Wolves raised £25,000 to 
fund their housing project in Rehana 
Kalan village, in the Hoshiarpur dis¬ 
trict of Punjab. 

The purpose of the trip was to 
provide 20 homes for families who 
were living under the poverty line. 
They also provided bedding, blan¬ 
kets, medicine and mosquito nets. 

Punjabi Wolves member Andy 
Sahota said: “We didn’t just want to 
provide them with housing; we also 
wanted to give them a better way of 
life.” 

The group hope the 20 houses, 
which will all bear a Punjabi Wolves 
plaque, will be completed in the near 
future. They also made a donation to 


the local football academy, YFC 
Rehana Kalan, which has produced 
five international footballers and 
hundreds of national level players. 

Spokesperson for Punjabi Wolves 
Raj Bains said: “We were over¬ 
whelmed with the response we had 
from our fan club members and 
Wolverhampton Wanderers FC 
before we left the United Kingdom. 

Diverse 

“Having spent the best part of two 
weeks in and around the village of 
Rehana Kalan I have seen for myself 
the results of our work. 

“The villagers are fully apprecia¬ 
tive of our efforts and it’s been 
amazing to see the change in people’s 
lives.” 

The money was raised by a charity 
bike ride last year, which started in 


Wolverhampton and ended in 
Windsor, Berkshire, a dinner and 
dance and an auction which was 
attended by former Wolves players 
Don Goodman and Steve Bull. 

Punjabi Wolves have raised more 
than £115,000 in the last three years 
for local charities, and are holding 
another bike ride next year, this time 
from Molineux to Wembley. 

The members hope to raise £50,000 
for NSPCC, the MS Society, Promise 
Dreams and their project in India. 

Punjabi Wolves are the largest 
group of ethnic supporters of a foot¬ 
ball club in Europe, and boast a broad 
and diverse membership base. 

In recognition of their growing 
stature within the area, they were 
recently formally elected into the 
Wolverhampton Wanderers Fan Par¬ 
liament. 



Players from Punjabi Wolves, from Wolverhampton, lay the foundations for a housing project in Hoshiarpur district 



We love to go a-wandering... Punjabi Wolves players arrive at Rehana Kalan village, in India’s Punjab, proudly carrying a club banner, having raised £25,000 from a bike ride and other charity events to build 20 homes for villagers 
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Five-star Hennessey first to complete Bet You Score 


WOLVES Community Trust is almost 
£2,000 better off thanks to club sponsors 
Sportingbet and the football skills of 10 Wolves 
first team players. 

After a recent training session at Molineux 
former keeper and Wolves Community Trust 
ambassador Matt Murray rounded up players 
from the first team squad including, Kevin 
Doyle, Wayne Hennessey and Stephen Hunt to 
participate in a charity version of the Premier 
League club’s renowned challenge for fans 
during the half time interval, Bet You Score. 


The game gives Wolves fans the chance to 
win it big by backing themselves to score a goal 
from various distances between the penalty 
spot and the half way line - without the ball 
touching the ground. 

To date, no-one has completed the feat and 
won the top money, so in a bid to prove it wasn’t 
an impossible task, Sportingbet and Wolves 
Community Trust laid the gauntlet down to 
the Wolves first team. 

If anyone could score from the half way line, 
surely a Wolves player could! In doing so, all of 


the players had the chance to win money, not 
for themselves but for the local Wolverhamp¬ 
ton causes that the Wolves Community Trust 
supports. 

Keeper Hennessey was the star performer, 
completing the challenge and racking up a fan¬ 
tastic solo effort of £500 by scoring from the 
half-way line. A total of £975 was raised by the 
players, which Sportingbet has agreed to 
double, creating a final donation of £1,950 for 
the Community Trust. 

Sportingbet sponsorship manager Matt 


Cook said: “Sportingbet is really pleased to be 
able to support the Community Trust, with 
this unique challenge. 

“Wolves fans have been attempting the Bet 
You Score challenge at half-time on the 
Molineux pit ch for a while now with varying 
degrees of success. “It’s great that the profes¬ 
sionals have had the chance to show us all how 
it should be done and raise much needed cash 
for a great charity.” 

Murray said: “It was a fabulous gesture from 
Sportingbet to set the challenge for the players 


and to boost our funds. The players are all 
aware of the fantastic work the trust carries 
out in the local area and were only too keen to 
have a go at Bet You Score for themselves. 

“The money will continue to help support 
the Trust’s various initiatives in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and the surrounding areas”. 

The cash generated by the players will be 
used to develop the diverse range of initiatives 
Wolves Community Trust offers to support the 
community of Wolverhampton and its sur¬ 
rounding areas. 


Kites flying high as he gets 
pain-free Christmas present 



MUCH-MISSED 
winger Michael Rightly 
has brought festive cheer 
to Wolves fans - he is 
pain-free for the first 
time in a year. 

The former England Under- 
21 ace underwent surgery on 
his left knee 10 days ago in 
Sweden following a similar 
operation on his right joint in 
a bid to finally cure inflamma¬ 
tion in both his patella 
tendons. 

Manager Mick McCarthy 
revealed last week that Rightly, 
who last played on November 29, 
2009, is “buzzing” at his bright¬ 
ened prospects. 

And the player said he will be 
running again in four weeks’ time if 
he continues to suffer no ill-effects. 

“The surgeon was really pleased 
with how the operation went,” said 
Kightly, who will be 25 next month. 

“He had less fluid to clear out on the 
left knee than on the right so I’ve got 
less swelling which is already a posi¬ 
tive. 

Bubbly 

“I’m back on the bike already 
whereas with the other knee it took 
me two to three weeks. This time it’s 
been five days. 

“So it went well and if it ends up as 
good as the right knee I’ll be buzzing. 
The week before I went over to have 
my left knee done I was outside doing 
ball work and sprinting. For the first 
time in more than a year I didn’t have 
any pain and that was a really nice 
feeling. 

“As long as I don’t rush my rehab, 
which clearly I’m not going to do, then 
I’ll be fine. 

“I’ve got to carry on having treat¬ 
ment and doing strengthening work 
and hopefully I’ll be running again 
maybe four weeks from now. 

“From there it will be a case of pro¬ 
gressively building things up.” 

Kightly is as bubbly as they come 
when not consumed by the frustration 
and discomfort of injury. 

“I feel really positive at the 
moment,” said the flying winger, who 
finished as third top-scorer with eight 
goals in the Championship-winning 
season of 2008-09, despite being 


Halford looks to be on way out of Wolves 



Greg Halford’s loan move to 
Portsmouth could be permanent 


plagued by hip and foot problems for 
much of the campaign. 

“There have been times when I’ve 
felt down with how things were 
going,” he said. “Now I’m feeling 
really good and looking forward to 
getting back out there again.” 

But Kightly, who has made just 
three league starts since that training 
match accident against Shrewsbury 
in March 2009, has had too many dis¬ 
appointments to seriously consider 
being selected in Mick McCarthy’s 25- 
man squad in January. 

“I’m not even thinking about that to 
be honest,” he said. It would be silly of 
me to start setting targets especially 
after being out for so long. 

“The last thing I want to do is rush 
back because my knees feel good and 
then pull a hamstring or a quad or 
something else. 

“I need to make sure the rest of my 
body is good as well as my knees 


GREG Halford appears to 
have played his last game for 
Wolves with the £2m utility 
man set to sign for 
Portsmouth next month. 

Manager Mick McCarthy 
revealed the club are prepared to 
sell the former Reading and Sun¬ 
derland misfit, whose latest loan 
deal at Pompey expires on 
January 3. 

“Ultimately I think we’d like to 
think there was a deal to be done 
for him, but we’ll see,” said the 
boss, who welcomed the 26-year- 
old back training with Wolves 
last week as he is suspended for 
the Boxing Day clash with Mill- 
wall after accumulating five 
bookings. 

Halford’s nine Championship 
games for Portsmouth represent 
three quarters of the 12 league 
starts he has made for Wolves 
since signing for £2m in July 
2009. 

But his form at Pompey, where 
his three goals have helped Steve 
Cotterill’s side to five wins and a 
draw, is likely to see Wolves 
attempt to recoup most of their 
outlay. 

“They want him and if they 
take him, they’ll have to take him 
for the rest of the season and 


because having been out for so long, 
my body is almost de-conditioned to 
play football. 

“Who knows? We might not have 25 
players in January and I may end up 
in there by default. But otherwise it’s 
about getting myself fit and if that 
does go well maybe get out on loan to 
try to play some games. 

“Then it will be looking towards 
having a good season here next year.” 

Influential 

News the hugely popular Kightly 
appears to be finally over his injury 
nightmare has been greeted with 
relief within the squad. 

Fellow winger Matt Jarvis has 
excelled on the Premier League stage 
to the extent where he has become one 
of Wolves’ most influential players 
this season and been linked with a 
£4m move to Liverpool and Everton 
next month. Jarvis is the same age as 


we’d have to accept being a 
player down,” added McCarthy. 

“He’s doing well for them and I 
think they’d like to extend the 
loan. 

“You might have thought I’d 
have brought him back with all 
our injuries, but I wouldn’t have 
played him at right-back because 
Ronald Zubar is fit and I wouldn’t 
have put him at right wing 
because Matt Jarvis is fit. 

“I wouldn’t have brought him 
back to put him on the bench 
because that wouldn’t do either 
of us any favours.” 

Successful 

Halford’s likely exit presents 
chief executive Jez Moxey with 
some challenging negotiations to 
get his money back while under¬ 
lining the difficulties of recruit¬ 
ing as a Premier League club. 

Moxey recently successfully 
got every penny back on £2.5m 
Jelle Van Damme who returned 
to Belgium last month. 

But Halford would be another 
recruit from the summer of 2009 
not to convince following the exit 
of £1.2m Andrew Surman, who 
joined Norwich for £500,000, and 
£1.8m Stefan Maierhofer, who is 
on a year’s loan at MSV Duisburg. 


Kightly and the former Gillingham 
man believes his fellow wideman can 
have the same impact on the top flight 
as he has. 

“He’s been injured for virtually the 
whole time we’ve been in the Premier 
League,” said Jarvis. 

“We just hope he can get back 
playing again and show everyone 
what a good player he is. 

“Of course, I’m sure he’d have 
carried that on in the Premier League 
and will be able to when he comes 
back. It was fantastic when myself 
and him were playing on opposite 
wings. 

“We were attacking all the time and 
it must have been great to watch for 
supporters. 

“He scored a few goals and set a 
load up in the Championship - he’s 
one of those players who can take a 
game by the scruff of the neck. He 
gives us another dimension.” 


SPEEDWAY 


Wolves 
hope on 
return of 
Lindgren 

WOLVES hope to 
confirm the return of 
their speedway top gun 
Fredrik Lindgren next 
month - and his fellow 
Swede Peter Karlsson 
is already on board. 

Lindgren, the reign¬ 
ing Elite Riders Cham¬ 
pion and the man who 
has topped the entire 
league averages for the 
last two years, will be 
guest of honour at the 
open day of club spon¬ 
sors Parrys Interna¬ 
tional at their Cheslyn 
Hay base on Sunday, 
January 9. 

The 25-year-old will 
also meet supporters 
at a fans’ forum at 
Chillington WMC the 
following night, when 
club owner Chris Van 
Straaten hopes to 
announce a contract 
deal. 

Faithful 

It would be a ninth 
successive Monmore 
season for the loyal 
Lindgren. 

“I’m a man who is 
quite faithful to the 
colours and I get used 
to a club,” he said. 

Van Straaten said 
there was still “talking 
to be done” but added: 
“I asked him the 
simple question of 
whether he wanted to 
be here next season 
and he wasted no time 
in saying yes.” 

Karlsson, mean¬ 
while, at 41 will be 
embarking on his 14th 
campaign in black and 
gold and can barely 
wait. 

“When I get back 
there it will feel like I 
was never away,” said 
the Monmore legend. 

TIM HAMBLIN 


The Wolverhampton 
Chronicle, A Midland 
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publication, printed by 
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